
By John Braden
 Rejecting a higher increase proposed by 
the Lake Board, Lake Tapawingo property 
owners voted Jan. 19 to increase Country 
Club annual assessments from the current 
$1,000, to $1,200 for the remainder of 2023 
and to $1,500 for 2024 and thereafter.
 Lake Board President Jayme Dean 
convened a special property owners 
meeting at the Clubhouse that was 
packed by well over 250 people.
 Dean presented the primary motion on 
the floor for the special meeting: a motion 
approved Dec. 19 by the Lake Tapawingo 
Country Club Board of Directors, 9-3, 
to increase annual assessments from the 
current $1,000 per year to $1,500 in 2023 
and to $2,000 in 2024 and thereafter.

Dam repairs seen exceeding estimate

 Prior to the vote, Board Member Mike 
Stiles presented results of a preliminary 
plan for repairing the Lake Tapawingo 
Dam, as submitted at 4 p.m. that afternoon 
by consultant Anderson Engineering. Stiles 
said he had urged the engineer to submit 
the information in time to advise property 
owners about expected dam repair costs.
 Stiles said, based on a previous 
inspection by the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources, the board had estimated 
repairs, mainly to failing concrete on the 
dam spillway and other erosion, would cost 
about $250,000. He said that amount was 
used in estimating part of the revenue needs 
for the proposed assessment increase.
 However, Stiles said Anderson 
Engineering inspected a “wet spot” on the 
downstream dam face and said it required 
additional examination to determine if it 
constituted a serious problem. He said if that 
proved to be the case, Anderson estimated it 
could cost as much as $750,000 to repair the 
dam. Stiles said the board voted by e-mail 
to authorize Anderson to conduct a camera 
inspection of the interior of a pipe in the wet 
area during the coming week.
 Dean invited discussion and possible 
amendments of the primary motion. 
Dan Rowe, 24 Emerald Shore, made a 

motion, seconded by Tamara Thissen, 17 
Clipper, to amend the primary motion, to 
increase the current $1,000 assessment to 
$1,250 in 2023 and thereafter.
 Discussion of the proposed 
amendment included comments that 

$1,250 per year would be insufficient to 
cover Country Club expenses and would 
result in special assessments for the 
board to continue to meet needed special 
projects, including repairing the dam.
 Other comments included:
-- the original amount, doubling 
assessments in two years, is too high;
-- inflation is increasing property 
owners’ costs;
-- lower income residents with fewer 
savings might be forced to sell out;
-- if $1,250 is too low, property owners 
could vote on another increase in two years;
-- the board could seek a loan rather 
than a special assessment;
-- a loan would not be granted if the board 
has insufficient revenue to pay it off;
-- the federal Cost of Living Adjustment 
has increased 39.6 percent since the last 
Country Club assessment increase in 
2006, meaning the current assessment 
already should be $1,400 just to keep up;
-- the Country Club’s expenses are at 
99 percent of revenues; not counting 
special projects, the board will exceed 
its revenues just because of the inflated 
costs of doing business;

See Cloverdyke, Page 3.
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Assessments increased to $1,200 in ‘23, $1,500 in ‘24

 Property owners are to be asked to 
vote again to ratify the just-approved 
assessment increase at the Property 
Owners Meeting and Lake Board election 
at 7 p.m. Feb. 16 at the Clubhouse.
 President Jayme Dean noted the Lake 
Rule Book states annual assessments 
are a minimum of $75 for each property 
owner with a “maximum amount $1,000 
subject to ratification or change at each 
annual meeting of Lake Tapawingo 
Country Club Inc.” The vote would ratify 
exceeding the $1,000 cap in favor of a 
$1,500 cap, which would cover this year’s 
$1,200 and $1,500 in 2024.
 Dean said the “ratification or 
change” vote is required to be held at 

an annual meeting of which, under the 
Rule Book, the Country Club actually 
has two “annual” meetings -- one for 
the board election in February and one 
to approve a budget in December.
 She said the Jan. 19 “special 
meeting” to vote on the assessment 
increase had provided the time for 
property owners to debate, amend and 
vote on a proposal, which would have 
taken too long if it were first done Feb. 
16 when property owners hear from 
and vote on Lake Board candidates. 
 Dean said the voting would be by 
ballot, likely on the same ballot as the 
board election vote. Ratification would 
be by a simple majority.

It ain’t over yet
Assessment ‘ratification’ vote set Feb. 16

TALLY-HO -- Kristy Rogers, 120 
Dockside, and Meg Seifert, 39 
Anchor, count ballots while voters 
await the result.
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Around the Lake 

Lake Tapawingo Country Club 
website: www.laketapawingomo.com
City of Lake Tapawingo website: 
www.laketapawingomo.org
Community Facebook pages:
Search on Facebook for:
 “Residents of Lake Tapawingo” or
 “Lake Tapawingo Police Department”

SYMPATHY
Sympathy to:

Brenda Paul, 20 Beach, and Janelle Barge, 128 Dockside, on the death of their 
father and grandfather, Reuben Jamison Jr., 93, Independence, on Jan. 6 in Blue 
Springs.

Barbara Landes, 173 Anchor, on the death Jan. 22 of her husband, Chet, 91.

Family of Thomas Sherlak, 81, 133 Dockside, who died Sept. 23.

BIRTHDAYS

Feb. 2 Owen Hodges, 17 Beach
Feb. 14 Kristy Rogers, 120 Dockside
Feb. 18 Karen Cruit, 51 Anchor
Feb. 19 Evelyn Barrett, 19 Clipper
 Gary Mallen, 9 Dockside
Feb. 20 Peggy Hailey, 126 Anchor
Feb. 21 Hap Graff, 30 Dockside
 Billee Herndon, 41 Dockside
 Brenda Paul, 20 Beach
Feb. 22 Carl Mahaney, 67 Beach
 Dana McCue, 83 Anchor
Feb. 23 Cindy Mullins, 110 Dockside

CONGRATULATIONS

Feb. 28 Jerry and Joan Mackey, 66 Anchor, 69th wedding anniversary

WELCOME TO THE LAKE

Preston and Faith Weigel, 100 Beach
Debbie Willoughby, William and Stephanie Ellsworth, 45 Dockside

If you know of anyone who needs a Get Well card, Sympathy, Birthday greetings, 
Congratulations or Welcome to New Resident, call or text Lisa Davis of the 
Women’s Club at (530) 386-1629.

Get a jump on spring; invasive species training Feb. 18
 The next invasive species training session -- focusing on 
the dreaded zeba mussel -- is set for 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 
18, in the Lake Office.
 Preregister for training by contacting the Lake Office at 
office@laketapawingomo.com or (816) 228-3721.
 Training, which normally is on the third Saturday of each 
month, is required before residents may obtain boat registration 
stickers or dock permits, or use the lake “for any activity.”
 Lake Rules prohibit the transfer of boats and gear between Lake 
Tapawingo and other water bodies unless quarantined before they return 
to Lake Tapawingo. Violation of invasive species rules -- including using 
the lake without prior invasive species training -- can result in revocation 
of Lake privileges for up to a year, fines by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation or other agencies, or civil damages awarded to the Lake 
Tapawingo Country Club.

Lease Lot spaces become available
 A few spaces have been vacated and are available in the Lease Lot, across 
from the tennis/pickleball courts in A Block.
 Rent is $200 per year for a 10- by 30-foot space. Contact the Lake Office, 
(816) 228-3721, office@laketapawingomo.com, for information.
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-- the board has traditionally saved special project money in 
designated funds but there has been insufficient revenue for 
several years to continue to save for the future.
 There was a call for a vote on Rowe’s amendment. By a show 
of hands, with 64 votes in favor, counting was stopped when 65 “no” 
votes (1 over half) were reached and the motion declared failed.

Board’s proposed increase fails

 Upon return to the primary motion ($1,500 in 2023 and to 
$2,000 in 2024), Dan Brown, 27 Emerald Shore, called for a vote, 
seconded by Jennifer Weigel, 154 Beach. Property owners filed 
ballots, one vote per ownership, in residential block ballot boxes.
 With 206 total votes cast, the vote was 68-138. President 
Dean said the primary motion failed to receive two-thirds 
approval and failed. With no primary motion on the floor, 
Dean invited other motions.
 Brad Cloverdyke, 3 Beach, made a motion to increase the 
current $1,000 annual assessment to $1,200 in 2023 and $1,500 

in 2024 and thereafter. He said in the worst case, Country Club 
reserves would be depleted; if not, the board would have additional 
funds that might make it possible to continue to operate and 
perhaps obtain a loan rather than seek a special assessment.
 Jamie Presler, 41 Beach, called for a vote. Property 
owners again filed ballots, one vote per ownership, in 
residential block ballot boxes.
 With 151 votes cast, Dean said Cloverdyke’s motion 
passed by more than two-thirds, 139-12.

Amended assessment bills mailed

 Moving quickly to beat the March 31 assessment payment 
deadline, the Lake Office mailed bills for the additional $200 
to property owners at the end of January. Bills for the original 
$1,000 were mailed at the first of the year.
 When the proposed increase had been $500 for 2023,  the board 
had voted to waive the late payment penalty until May 31. However, 
the new assessment bills said the 8 percent late fee would be added 
as usual after March 31 for the lower $200 amount.

Cloverdyke proposes $1,200 in 2023, $1,500 in 2024

TOWN MEETING -- Lake property owners gather with more than 250 of their closest friends to debate, revise 
and vote on a proposed increase in Lake assessments. The polite and orderly meeting was an example of 
how “government” can work in Lake Tapawingo.

By President Jayme Dean
 It was wonderful to see our community come together at 
our recent Special Meeting for our property owners to vote on 
the annual assessment increase.
 Thank you to everyone who assisted with the logistics 
of the meeting, the voting process, and the support of the 
Board’s efforts to maintain all that we love in our community.

 If you didn’t already know, your 
Board of Directors is a passionate and 
dedicated group of volunteers/neighbors who 
will continue to work hard to oversee our 
financials, maintain our amazing employees 
and amenities and all the while protecting the 
thing we love the most -- our lake.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Thanks for efforts, support at special meeting
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Hi Tapawingo residents! Allow me to introduce myself.
My name is Susie Zucca. I am a new resident and local

Hairstylist with over 30 years experience! I’d love to
have the opportunity to get to know you and would 

be honored to have your business!
#smallbusiness-LakeTapawingo

Services Include:
• Haircolor
• Highlights

• Perms
• Keratin smoothing treatments

• Keratin Bond extensions
• Tape in extensions

• Facial waxing
• Haircuts for the whole family

904 NW Vesper
Blue Springs MO 64015

Call or Text me @ 816-529-6228
to book your appointment today!

By Mayor John Sellars
 It is surprising and nice that as 
we get close to the end of January we 
are having some days in the 40s. I am 
writing this column before the playoff 
game with the Bengals so the context is 
limited by whether the Chiefs go to the 
Super Bowl. It would be nice.
 While my term as mayor is drawing 
to a close, I find myself reflecting on the 
progress we have made over the past two 
years. Also, how can we be positioning 
the city in the best possible way for the 
new administration. Listed below are 
some of the goals and actions taken:

1. Updating the strategic planning 
documents - This was done which 
included the infrastructure plan, long-
term financial plan, and strategic plan.

2. Improving city accounting system 
and finances - A new accounting system 
was installed that made the system more 
integrated and easier to audit. The city 
reserves have been improved which 

included the sewer, water and trash reserves. 
We still have some progress to make in the 
water and sewer accounts but we are getting 
close. We moved the reserves to Commerce 
Bank enabling us to invest our reserved 
funds in safe accounts where we will be 
earning a little more than 4 percent on our 
funds or around $35,000 this year after 
expenses. These monies will assist in getting 
our reserves to the appropriate levels. With 
our February bond payment our long-term 
debt will be reduced to around $600,000 
from the original amount of $2.6 million. In 
two years, the bond will be paid off reducing 
real estate taxes, on average, by about an 
estimated $500 a year.

3. Improving our infrastructure in 
public works (sewer and water) - With 
the $145,000 federal grant, we have 
been able to make significant progress 
on the sewer and water systems. We still 
have old water meters to replace, sewer 
valves to fix, and system upgrades to 
make but steady progress has been 
made. Most of the credit in this goal is 
because of Alderman Bob Seago and the 
public works team.

4. Upgrading our city codes and 
ordinances - The Zoning Commission, 
Board of Zoning Adjustment and Aldermen 
Steve Magel and Tom Rodenberg deserve 
the credit for the progress we have 
made. We tried to make more progress 
in updating our codes and zoning so we 
hired Institute for Building Technology and 
Safety (IBTS) to assist but the final cost 
estimates were more than we could afford. 
Currently, we are working with Hayley 
Walkup, resident Gary Mallen’s daughter, 
who is a professional in this field. Together

See Collaboration, Page 5.

MAYOR’S MINUTES

Positioning the city for a new administration
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By John Braden
 Six candidates, including two 
incumbents, have indicated they will 
run for election to the Lake Tapawingo 
Country Club Board on Feb. 16. The 
election by Lake property owners is set 
for 7 p.m. at the Clubhouse.
 Five seats of the 15-member board, 
representing a third of the board, will 
be up for election for three-year terms. 
The five seats up this year include those 
held by Kim McReynolds, Steve Meek, 
Jennifer Moran, Brian Smith and Randy 
Thatcher.
 Of the incumbents, only 
McReynolds, 58 Dockside, and Smith, 
81 Beach, said they would seek re-
election. Other candidates include Sarah 
Jordan, 70 Anchor, T.J. McGinnis, 102 
Dockside; John Nicol, 59 Dockside, and 
Christine Sumonja, 66 Beach.
 Ballots are prepared with candidate 
names, and property owners are notified by 
letter of the candidates before the election. 
Candidates also can be nominated from the 
floor during the meeting.
 Absentee ballots are to be available 
in the Lake Office at least 10 days 
prior to the election. The absentee 
ballot application and the ballot must 
be notarized and returned to the Lake 
Office no later than one day before the 
election.
 Ideally, at least six candidates are 
needed to ensure voters have a choice in 

filling the five seats. A minimum of 50 
eligible property-owner-voters must attend 
the election in order to have a quorum.
 Continuing on the Lake Board are 
Jayme Dean, Bill Ellwood, Clayton 
Holland, Allison Holmes, Scott 
Johnson, Wes Knox, Cyndi Peterson, 
Joe Rush, Mike Stiles and Susan Stiles.
 The Lake Board meets on the first and 
third Mondays of the month and board 
members are appointed to subcommittees 
having responsibility for various Country 
Club tasks and properties.
 To be eligible for election to the 
Lake Board, a candidate must own 
a lot in Lake Tapawingo, must be a 
year-round resident, must have resided 
within Lake Tapawingo for not less 
than two years preceding the date of the 
election, and must have no outstanding 
dues, assessments or fees owed to the 
Lake Tapawingo Country Club.

Property owners to vote to ratify 
January assessment hike

 Property owners also will be voting 
Feb. 16 on a motion to ratify the Jan. 
19 special meeting vote that increased 
the $1,000 annual assessment to $1,200 
in 2023 and to $1,500 in 2024 and 
thereafter. President Jayme Dean noted 
Lake Rules call for the assessment 
amount to be ratified at an annual 
meeting.

Six candidates to run in Feb. 16 
Country Club Board electionContinued from Page 4.

we are talking with the University of 
Kansas about a graduate intern who would 
use our city codes as a graduate project. We 
are hopeful that this will bring the upgrade 
we need. Ultimately, we will need to spend 
additional funds to make these updates 
from codes written in 1962. Fortunately, we 
have the talents of Aldermen Rodenberg 
and Magel who can lead this charge.

5. Civility - While I list this goal as a goal/
action step, it surfaced in our strategic 
planning process, it is a goal for all of us. We 
have a Municipal Committee that Alderman 
Brad Cloverdyke and Alderwoman Morgan 
Combs serve on with members of the Lake 
Board to review joint issues. This group 
has been phenomenally collaborative. They 
deserve our deep appreciation. As I reflect 
on this goal from the strategic planning 
sessions, there is no better illustration of 
civility than the Lake Board meeting last 
week on raising the Lake fees. After lengthy 
discussion, the large group of citizens 
approved with a vast majority of the votes. 
This is a credit to the citizens’ trust in the 
Lake Board and its leadership. All I can say 
is “Thank You” and bravo!
 I look forward to the bright future 
for the City of Lake Tapawingo. My last 
plug is for Alderwoman Kate Gray who 
brought expertise on the stewardship of 
our environment. She will be missed. 
Thanks to each of you for your efforts 
on behalf of our beloved community.
 Blessings.

Collaboration, civility, 
cooperation a benefit

By John Braden
 The Lake Tapawingo City Council learned Jan. 5 that 
a threat that Blue Springs could make the city pay for 
repaving and maintenance of part of Woods Chapel Road 
is contradicted by a 2013 letter pledging that Blue Springs 
would continue to maintain the Lake-owned portion of the 
road upon completion of a road improvement project. 
 Alderman Brad Cloverdyke introduced Blue Springs Assistant 
Public Works Director Adam Hilgedick at the Jan. 5 council meeting 
to discuss Blue Springs’ proposal to assume jurisdiction over all of 
Woods Chapel Road between the two cities. The plan would involve 
moving the city limits boundary from what had been the middle of 
the road before it was widened and modified, so that the southbound 
lane would no longer be within Lake Tapawingo. 
 Historically, Lake Tapawingo has policed the southbound 
lane, within its city limits, and collected revenue from 
traffic tickets. However, in 2022, Blue Springs officials told 

Cloverdyke and Mayor John Sellars that if Lake Tapawingo 
does not agree to move the city limits boundary, Blue Springs 
might assess Lake Tapawingo the cost of resurfacing and 
maintaining its half of the road, at a substantial cost, at some 
point in the future. City officials have been concerned that such 
an expense would be more than Lake Tapawingo could afford.
 Hilgedick, who Cloverdyke noted is a former Lake resident, 
said Blue Springs’ proposed city limits change would be relatively 
easy to accomplish, with Lake Tapawingo deannexing the 
southbound lane, as well as a separate parcel that now overlaps 
part of the traffic roundabout at Woods Chapel Road and Walnut.
 Mayor Sellars asked about the threat that Lake Tapawingo 
would have to pay for future maintenance and repaving if the 
boundary is not moved. Hilgedick said his understanding is that Blue 
Springs has maintained and continues to maintain the entire road and 
would not be asking Lake Tapawingo to pay for maintenance.

See Blue, Page 7.

2013 letter: Blue Springs to maintain Woods Chapel Road
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FEB 2 - GROUND HOG DAY AT WIND SHIFT BREWING

FEB 12- SUPERBOWL

FEB 17- ROMANCING THE STONE @ KC CURLING CLUB

FEB 18 - SIP & SHOP AT THE GRID ON MAIN

FEB 19 - BEERS & BOUTIQUES AT THE MILL ROOM

FEB 23 - CASINO ROYALE @ OUTLAW HARLEY

DAVIDSON

816.622.2177

LISA.HODGES@REECENICHOLS.COM

1 0

LAKESIDE WITH LISA

To see the value of

your home scan the

QR code and

contact me for an

in home evaluation.

NA

650

For Sale

Avg Days
on Market

MARKET TIPS

MONTHLY HOME CHECKLIST

Lisa Hodges
REAL ESTATE AGENT

NA

NA

Sold

Avg Sale
Price

Avg Listing
Price

Sales to List
Price Ratio

LAKE TAPAWINGO HIGHLIGHT

LOCAL EVENTS

INTEREST RATE NEWS

Less Competition

More Serious Buyers

You can create a warm, cozy

refuge from the bitter cold

Why Selling in February Puts You

Ahead

Clean under large appliances

Draw plans for a new Spring

garden

Rearrange your furniture for a

fresh look before the next season

Clean & organize kitchen cabinets

and drawers

30 year fixed conventional rates are

hovering in the low 6s still for top tier

borrowers and for those closing > 30

days I would float for a few weeks to see

if there is more improvement ahead of

the Fed meeting January 31-February 1.
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 Hilgedick produced a copy of a Feb. 
15, 2013, Donation Letter to the Lake 
Tapawingo Country Club, signed by Blue 
Springs Public Works Director Chris 
Sandie, in which Blue Springs agreed to 
continue to maintain the road if the Country 
Club agreed to donate 9,589 square feet of 
permanent right of way and 4,858 square 
feet of permanent utility easement to the 
road improvement project and to allow 
another 304,910 square feet (seven acres) 
of temporary construction easements that 
would be returned to the Lake once the 
road improvement was finished.
 The 2013 letter also said upon 
project completion, Blue Springs would 
work with Lake Tapawingo to move the 
city limits line to return the realigned 
southbound lane to Lake Tapawingo 
while the northbound lane and a new 
turn lane would be within Blue Springs.
 In 2022, Blue Springs officials 
called for taking over the entire road 
when residents of 90 Beach asked 
that Blue Springs deannex two acres 
of adjoining property behind First 
United Methodist Church so it could be 
annexed into Lake Tapawingo.
 Cloverdyke indicated he was surprised 
upon being reminded of the letter and 
expressed concern that Blue Springs 
recently would say Lake Tapawingo might 
have to pay for road maintenance. He said 
Lake Tapawingo’s biggest impetus for 
agreeing to move the boundary was the 
concern Lake Tapawingo might have to 
pay for road maintenance. He said if that 
was not the case, there was less impetus for 
a boundary move by Lake Tapawingo.
 Conversely, if the boundary move 
was allowed, Cloverdyke said, some Lake 
residents were concerned Blue Springs 
could use its expanded jurisdiction to 
close access to one of the two Lake gates 
on the road. Noting that Hilgedick said the 
proposed city limits would likely be at the 
Lake fence, Police Chief Tammy Taylor 
expressed concern Blue Springs could 
widen the road on the Lake’s side and 
possibly hinder the Lake entrances.
 Mayor Sellars suggested the non-
contiguous parcel at the roundabout could 
be ceded to Blue Springs. Hilgedick said he 
thought Blue Springs was more interested in 
the entire proposal to move the city limits.
 The council thanked Hilgedick and 
indicated it would discuss the matter further.

CITY COUNCIL REPORT
 The Board of Aldermen of the city 
of Lake Tapawingo met Jan. 5 at City 
Hall. Mayor John Sellars presided.

Visitors: Ty Francis, 3 Emerald Shore; 
Charlie Plank, 38 Dockside; John Braden, 
45 Anchor; Adam Hilgedick, Blue Springs 
Assistant Public Works Director.

Investment policy: The City Council 
discussed Resolution 090356: A Resolution 
Approving an Investment Policy, providing 
for investment primarily in U.S. Treasury 
bonds via Commerce Bank. The council had 
voted in December to approve an agreement 
for banking services with Commerce.
 As a result of current higher available 
interest rates, it was suggested terms of six 
and 12 months be used to lock in rates for 
shorter periods, allowing reinvestment if 
rates should continue to increase. Except for 
cash in certain restricted or special funds, the 
city would consolidate cash balances from 
all funds to maximize investment earnings.
 The mayor and city clerk would be 
authorized to negotiate investments and 
report back to the council regularly.
 After discussion, the council 
passed, 5-0, a motion by Alderman Kate 
Gray to adopt the resolution.
 City Clerk Paul Blixrud said a new 
checking account has been set up with 
Commerce Bank, along with ordering new 
checks and deposit slips. He said he was 
notifying the appropriate entities regarding 
automatic payments and deposits. He said 
he also has notified the city’s current bank, 
Blue Ridge Bank and Trust, that the city 
will be closing its accounts there.

Community Development: Alderman 
Steve Magel said he and Alderman 
Tom Rodenberg would try to prioritize 
building codes and ordinances needing to 
be updated and were seeking help for the 
project. Magel noted the city consulted 
Institute for Building Technology and 
Safety (IBTS) about revising ordinances 
but found it would cost $30,000, resulting 
in six or seven months of inaction. Mayor 
Sellars said Hayley Walkup, daughter of 
Gary Mallen, 9 Dockside, is a professional 
in the field and is expected to help with the 
project. Additionally, there was discussion 
of a University of Kansas graduate intern 
being recruited to use updating the city 
codes as a graduate project.

 Magel noted one delayed issue was 
a request from Ty Francis, 3 Emerald 
Shore, to build a separate garage across 
the street from his residence, which 
is not allowed in the city. Sellars said 
the city still needs to consider the 
ramifications such a change would have 
on the broader community.
 Sellars said there have been requests 
to have 6-foot-tall fences on second-, 
third- and fourth-tier properties. He said 
he would ask the joint city-Lake Board 
Municipal Committee to discuss the 
subject. City ordinances limit fences to 4 
feet in height. Lake Tapawingo’s Original 
Corporation Warranty Deed Covenant 
restricts fences to 4 feet tall as well.

Water and Sewer: Mayor Sellars 
said Alderman Bob Seago is working 
on repairs/replacements of pressure 
relief valves in the sewer main, with 
lower-than-expected costs than earlier 
estimated, at about $1,200 to $1,500 
each. It had been determined a number 
of inoperable valves could be causing 
a pressure buildup in the sewer system, 
affecting system operation and possibly 
resulting in greater sewer smell from 
manholes below the dam.

Office: City Clerk Paul Blixrud said 
he received a notice from the city’s 
information technology monitoring 
service, Creative Planning (formerly 
FireFly), that the city’s computer server 
had an alert for a disc failure. He said 
the part is under warranty and should 
be covered for replacement. The bid for 
replacement is $4,625 for a new server 
plus labor at $150 per hour, which 
Creative Planning suggested the city 
consider. A comparable bid from Dell 
Technologies is $5,952.54 without labor. 
Mayor Sellars and Blixrud said they 
thought the computers should be fine for 
a while.

Police: Chief Tammy Taylor asked 
the council to table converting the 
remainder of the police garage into 
office space for a few months due to 
difficulty obtaining contractor bids in 
the winter months.

	 Official	city	minutes	may	be	read	
at City Hall or on the city Internet site, 
www.laketapawingomo.org.

Blue Springs made pledge seeking Lake land donation
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24-Hour Emergency Service • Complete Tree Removal
Tree & Shrub Pruning • Plant Health Care

WE SERVICE THE
SURROUNDING LAKE AREAS

VETERAN-OWNED

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

816-766-1007
Call for a Free Estimate

MonsterTreeService.com/SouthKC
License: GW-2223-106

Winter Tree Problems?
We’re Ready to Help.
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City of Lake Tapawingo
Revenue & Expense Report

July 2022-Dec. 2022  Six Month Financial Report
    
 Net Budget YTD Balance % YTD Unexpended 
General Fund
(Admin., Police, Court)
Total Revenue 410,000.00 207,885.61 50.70% 202,114.39
Total Expenses 409,980.00 205,661.86 50.16% 204,318.14
General Total 20.00 2,223.75 1,118.75% -2,203.75

Sewer Fund    
Total Revenue 319,750.00 158,423.43 49.55% 161,326.57
Total Expenses 322,430.00 132,276.10 41.02% 190,153.90
Sewer Total -2,680.00 26,147.33 -975.65% -28,827.33

Water Fund    
(Water Dept. & Water Bond)
Total Revenue 560,700.00 329,385.33 58.75% 231,314.67
Total Expenses 561,370.00 124,998.65 22.27% 436,371.35
Water Total -670.00 204,386.68 -505.47% -205,056.68

Trash Fund    
Total Revenue 82,330.00 40,308.86 48.96% 42,021.14
Total Expenses 79,000.00 39,244.70 49.68% 39,755.30
Trash Total 3,330.00 1,064.16 31.96% 2,265.84

COVID Recovery Fund    
Total Revenue 74,000.00 73,240.93 98.97% 759.07
Total Expenses 74,000.00 73,202.32 98.92% 797.68
COVID Recovery Total 0 38.61 0% -38.61
    
Total Profit/Loss 0 233,860.53 0% -233,860.53

By John Braden
 The Lake Tapawingo Country Club filed a motion for 
summary judgment Jan. 19, asking the Jackson County 
Circuit Court to dismiss a lawsuit that seeks to force the 
Country Club Board to restore a rule variance that had 
allowed a boatlift to be placed beside a nonconforming 
boathouse dock and too close to a neighboring dock.
 Barry Kaseff and Lynne Melcher of Mission Hills, Kan., 
owners of 78 Anchor, filed the suit Aug. 24, 2022, seeking a 
declaratory judgment stating the plaintiffs are entitled to have 
a boatlift on the left side of their dock (as viewed from the 
shore). The Kaseffs contended an unidentified Lake Board 
office representative had told them the previous owners’ side 
lift variance was still good even though the previous owners 
removed the lift and sold it before the Kaseffs bought the 
house.
 In its Jan. 19 filing, the Lake Board said material facts of 
the case were not in dispute and that Circuit Judge Kenneth R. 
Garrett III should dismiss the case as a matter of law because 
the Country Club owns the lake and its shorelines and the 
Kaseffs merely have a “revocable license” to use a dock or 
boatlift on the lake.
 “Defendant (the Lake Board) has the power and 
authority to enact and enforce rules and regulations relating 
to the use of the lake, specifically with respect to docks and 
boatlifts, and it properly enacted a rule restricting the location 
and spacing of side boatlifts at the lake,” the filing said. 
“Therefore, Plaintiff’s (Kaseff) application for permit that was 
in violation of the rules was property denied.” 
 The board asked that the summary judgment be granted 
and for “any further relief” the court deems just and proper.
 The couple had submitted an application to the Lake 
Board in September 2020 for a variance to install a boatlift 
next to the 29-foot-wide dock with less than 8 feet of 
room from the proposed lift to the next dock. The previous 
owner had a variance for a boatlift in that spot, but the lift 
was removed and sold prior to sale of the house. The 2020 
application failed when board members made no motion to 
approve it.
 Modern rules limit the width of docks to 12 feet for docks 
without boat slips and 14 feet for docks that include boat 
slips. Boathouses are no longer allowed on the lake; and the 
Kaseffs contend the obsolete boathouse is too small to house 
a lift for a modern boat. However, Lake Rules provide that 
docks that were built before those rules were passed -- such as 
the Kaseff dock -- are “grandfathered” and can remain in non-
compliance as long as no more than 50 percent of the dock is 
replaced during repairs.
 As far as placement of boatlifts, Lake Rules state a 
boatlift may not be installed at the side of a dock if that dock 
is more than 12 feet wide. Additionally, a lift must be at least 
15 feet away from the neighboring dock.
 The Kaseffs’ petition stated: “Unless Plaintiffs are 
permitted to have a lift on the left side of the Boat House 
Dock, Plaintiffs will be denied the ability to have one dock 
and one boatlift, which all other property owners at the 
lake enjoy.”

 In actuality, a number of other docks do not have boatlifts 
because there is inadequate space to neighboring docks to 
comply with Lake Rules.

Board cites 2006 two-dock lawsuit

 In support of its case, the Lake Board cited as precedent a 
2006 case in which the Missouri Court of Appeals upheld a lower 
court ruling that then-residents Steve and Tammy Beth were not 
entitled to two boat docks in violation of a Lake Rule that says 
a house with two docks loses its second dock when the house 
sells. The court said the Beths’ right to maintain a boat dock was 
allowed by a “mere license” that the board could revoke at will.
 The Lake Board argued that the Kaseffs, like all other 
Lake Tapawingo property owners, are bound by restrictions in 
the development’s original deed. 
 “By acquiring the property, the owners agree to the terms 
of the restrictive covenants contained therein and may be 
equally bound,” the filing said. “Therefore, Plaintiffs agree 
to comply with the restrictive covenants found in the original 
deed which runs with the land, and likewise, they agreed to 
comply with all rules and regulations established at the Lake, 
including the rule limiting docks and dock/boatlift locations.”
 The Lake Board concluded its restrictions on side 
boatlifts are not arbitrary, capricious or inconsistently 
enforced. It said the restrictions prevent “unsightly and 
dangerous congestion along the shoreline where boats are 
being parked and residents typically swim.” It added that the 
Kaseffs were put on notice about the boatlift rules by the Lake 
Rule Book which is provided to all new residents and also is 
available in the Lake Office and on the Country Club website, 
www.laketapawingomo.com

Lake Board files for summary dismissal of boatlift lawsuit
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 The Lake Tapawingo Country Club 
Board of Directors met Jan. 3 and 17 at the 
Clubhouse. President Jayme Dean presided.

Visitors: Andy Albano, 45 Emerald Shore; 
Ryan Charlton, 43 Anchor; Michael and 
Barbara Chavez 108 Beach; Morgan 
Combs, 46 Emerald Shore; Jim Conway, 
91 Dockside; Darren and Lisa Davis, 22 
Clipper; Patrick “Duke” and Jill Davis, 
19 Dockside; Stephanie Ellsworth, 45 
Dockside; Gary George, 44 Beach; Gary 
Gnip, 35 Dockside; Tom Goddard, 5 
Beach; Randy and Regina Gregory, 38 
Emerald Shore; Raynette Hannah, 39 
Dockside; Sarah Jordan, 70 Anchor; Gary 
Mallen, 9 Dockside; Rob Markey, 1 Beach; 
T.J. McGinnis, 102 Dockside; Pete McKay, 
32 Emerald Shore; Angela Montague, 
10 Clipper; John Nicol, 59 Dockside; 
Charlie Plank, 38 Dockside; Jane Quinn, 
19 Anchor; Robert Sloan, 36 Emerald 
Shore; Michelle Wymore, 55 Dockside; 
Buddy Young, 63 Beach; Brian Zoller, 87 
Dockside; John Braden, 45 Anchor.

Announcements: President Dean said the 
property owners special meeting Jan. 19 
would not include a repeat of the assessment 
increase presentation or questions and 
answers again. She had conducted a 
question-and-answer session with more than 
50 property owners on Jan. 12 via Zoom 
video conference. She said the business 
would be to consider and vote on the board’s 
proposed increase. She said passage would 
require a two-thirds majority of those voting.
 She said a recorded presentation 
of the proposed assessment increase is 
posted online at www.laketapawingomo.
com. She said Secretary Kim McReynolds 
put a lot of time, consideration and 
professionalism in the new Country Club 
website, www.laketapawingomo.com, and 
online presentation. 
 Dean asked board members and 
visitors to silence phones and avoid side 
conversations so that everyone could hear 
without distraction. She asked visitors 
to hold questions and comments until 
meetings were opened for discussion. 

Board Election: President Dean said 
five candidates had agreed to run for the 
five board seats in the Feb. 16 Property 
Owners Meeting and election: Sarah 

Jordan, 70-A; T.J. McGinnis, 102-D; Kim 
McReynolds, 58-D; John Nicol, 59-D, and 
Brian Smith, 81-B. Christine Sumonja, 66 
Beach, also subsequently agreed.

Treasurer’s report: The board passed, 13-
0, a motion by Treasurer Randy Thatcher 
to approve payment of bills in the amount 
of $58,557.07. He said 2023 insurance in 
the amount of $37,877 made up the bulk of 
the total with a final check for previously 
approved work to Monster Tree Service in 
the amount of $6,350. President Dean said 
in order to secure insurance coverage, the 
full amount needed to be paid by year end. 
She said a couple of outstanding questions to 
the insurance company may result in a small 
credit to be refunded. At the subsequent 
meeting, the board passed, 10-0, a motion 
by Thatcher to approve payment of bills, 
including $6,277 to Anderson Engineering 
for examination of the dam. 
 President Dean said accounting firm 
Marr and Company P.C. has been secured 
to perform the 2022 audit and for reviews 
in both 2024 and 2025. She added that 
foreclosure action began on three properties 
for which the Country Club won judgments 
for failure to pay back assessments.
 Account investments. Dean said bank 
savings accounts will be restructured with 
financial institutions to earn more interest 
income and to fall within rules of coverage 
provided by the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp. in order to protect all Country Club 
funds. She said the board had an investment 
discussion via e-mail that needed to be 
completed. She said there had been a motion 
made at that time but not acted upon.
 Thatcher said he met with Trevor 
Wescott and Jason Boyer of Commerce 
Bank to request options for investing to 
earn higher interest for Country Club 
funds. He asked that a group of board 
members hear a proposal from them, 
determine whether it is feasible and 
make a presentation to the board.
 Dean said Board Member Scott 
Johnson had made a motion, seconded 
by Board Member Cyndi Peterson, that 
the board invest $500,000 in six-month 
Treasury bonds with Central Bank. Thatcher 
said that represented about 80 percent of 
the Country Club’s cash. Board Member 
Mike Stiles suggested waiting until an 
engineering report on the dam comes back 

with an estimate of the expected cost of 
repairs first. Thatcher said the board could 
get to its money more readily if it is invested 
in instruments with 30-, 60- or 90-day 
maturities. He added that Commerce Bank 
has a Treasury bond option. Dean called for 
a vote on the motion, which failed, 1-9.

Dam and Spillway: Board Member Mike 
Stiles said Anderson Engineering had 
had to delay inspection of the dam due to 
extremely cold temperatures. He said the 
engineer came out the week of Dec. 26 as 
soon as the weather permitted. He said he 
hoped to have the inspection report and 
dam/spillway repair proposal prior to the 
Zoom meeting on Jan. 12 but certainly 
before the special meeting on Jan. 19. 
He said when the report is complete, 
Anderson would be paid $25,000 out of 
remaining 2022 funds, eliminating any 
year-end carryover budget balance.
 At the subsequent meeting, Mr. 
Stiles reported Anderson Engineering 
had inspected the dam Jan. 17 and had 
found an earlier reported wet spot on 
the dam face near a pipe. He said he 
asked to have Anderson’s report and 
cost estimates in time for the property 
owners special meeting Jan. 19. 

Lake Office: President Dean asked Office 
Administrator Diana Reyes to report on 
a possible photocopier lease. Reyes said 
she received an e-mail from the board’s 
copier provider who was willing to sell the 
board a remanufactured copier. She noted 
copier ownership had not been successful 
for the board in the past. She said the 
board currently is paying $89 a month 
and the company offered two options: a 
25-page-per-minute copier that included 
color printing for $149 per month or a 
35-page-per-minute reconditioned copier 
for $109 per month. Board Member Kim 
McReynolds moved that the board lease 
the faster copier. Board Member Brian 
Smith asked whether the faster copier also 
copied in color. The board approved the 
motion, 10-0, but asked Reyes to determine 
whether the faster copier also copied in 
color before making an agreement.

Maintenance: Board Member Brian 
Smith said Maintenance Coordinator Matt

See Lake, Page 13.

COUNTRY CLUB BOARD REPORT

Election, investments, dam repairs begin board new year
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Kempf and Andy Rogers did a nice job 
clearing the railroad track fence row of 
scrub and brush. He said the fence is now 
accessible and it would be a good time to 
make repairs. President Dean said bids 
for repair or costs for Kempf to repair the 
fence should be submitted for approval. 

Proposed assessment increase: President 
Dean reviewed the board’s assessment 
increase proposal on the overhead projection 

beginning with a brief history of assessments 
showing the last assessment increase in 
2006 and figures on inflationary increases 
in Country Club expenses. She said a cost 
comparison to other area lakes finds Lake 
Tapawingo’s assessments generally are less, 
the Lake is smaller than other lakes and tends 
to offer more amenities than others.
 Dean said the Country Club has a once-
a-year pay date due Jan. 1 and funds must 
last throughout the year. She said the budget 
committee endorses a suggested budget and 

allocates every dollar of projected revenue. 
She said since the board is working from 
assessments that have not been increased 
for 16 years, nothing is left over to save for 
future repairs and maintenance.
 She said, for example, the Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources will inspect 
the dam in March and even though repairs 
may not be completed by that time, it was 
indicated the board should have a repair plan 
and commitment in place to ensure the dam’s

See Board, Page 14.

Lake Board opens two meetings to assessment questions

 Chester “Chet” Landes, 91, 173 Anchor, died Jan. 22, 
2023, ending a life than spanned the entire history of the 
city of Lake Tapawingo.
 Chet, a theater teacher at Higginsville, Raytown, 
St. Mary’s and Center high schools, and wife Barbara, a 
speech pathology teacher, developer of “creative time” for 
students, and public relations representative in the Blue 
Springs School District, had rented 154-A for a brief time 
before falling in love with and buying their cottage at 173-
A in 1956. There they fully enjoyed lake recreation, raising 
son Mark to be a ski champion at age 12.
 “We pulled him for God knows how many hours,” Chet 
had recalled. “It takes about a thousand falls to learn one trick.”
 Chet spent two three-year terms on the Country Club 
Board in the 1960s. At the time, community leaders were 
involved in organizing Lake Tapawingo to become a 
fourth-class city. Chet was among those appointed, as city 
collector, to the first Lake Tapawingo City Council by the 
Jackson County Circuit Court on Dec. 28, 1962. He went 
on to be elected to that post with the first elected council on 
April 2, 1963.
 “My big moment of fame was when I became treasurer 
of the city of Lake Tapawingo,” Chet had recalled. “All I 
did was sign checks.”

 Since those days, Chet had been an outspoken advocate 
of the Lake for years, passing on his experience as a long-
time resident and former leader of the community.

 “This is a great place to 
raise your boy,” he had said.
 Visitation will be from 
10-11 a.m., followed by 
services, Feb. 4 at First 
United Methodist Church of 
Blue Springs.

City pioneer, Lake lover Chet Landes, dies at 91

FIRST (APPOINTED) 
CITY COUNCIL -- City 
Collector Chet Landes is 
on the right end of this 
photo, from the wall of 
City Hall. All the others 
appointed with Chet in 
1962 died or moved away 
(or both) long ago.

Barbara and Chet Landes
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Lake Tapawingo Sportsmen’s and Women’s Club 
invite you and your family to

A Free Spaghetti Dinner
Begins 6 p.m.,Wednesday, Feb. 15.
Cooked spaghetti will be provided.

Bring your favorite spaghetti sauce, other pasta, or dessert for a 
potluck to share with friends and neighbors at the Clubhouse. 

One $25 Door Prize Drawing
There will be plates, bowls, service, salad and dressing, garlic bread, soda, 

water and adult beverages provided by the Sportsmen’s and Women’s 
Clubs. Wine is BYOB.

Join us for an Italian style spaghetti
dinner and warm friendship! 

Continued from Page 13.
certification is renewed. She said there is only 
one insurance company willing to insure a 
lake community’s dam. She said the lake is 
the Country Club’s biggest asset and must be 
protected to maintain property values and a 
family lake community lifestyle. 
 Board Member Susan Stiles said 
residents post misinformation on Facebook 
that real estate tax dollars should cover the 
costs of road repairs and maintenance and 
not increase Country Club assessments. She 
said this misunderstanding is a big part of the 
education needed to make a sound decision 

on the proposed assessment increase.
 John Nicol said if the roads were the 
responsibility of the city, they would no 
longer be private. Board Member Steve Meek 
said the city attorney researched government 
funding for the roads and found there are no 
grant dollars available for private roads.
 John Braden said City Attorney Paul 
Campo told the City Council, in October 
2020, there are no grants or any amount 
of state taxes available for road repair or 
maintenance. He said there is a fuel tax that 
allows for a new police car or equipment 
from time to time but no allowance for roads. 

Braden said, other than utility billing, the city 
is only funded by residential property taxes 
that are limited by the Hancock Amendment 
of the Missouri Constitution and therefore 
cannot afford to purchase the roads from the 
Country Club nor maintain them.
 Pete McKay asked President Dean 
to explain the board’s options for future 
dredging and dredged silt disposal. Dean said 
Liberty Gardens is the site of a former silt 
basin in addition to a small area across the 
road on ground adjacent to the Clubhouse. 
She said the last silt was deposited in a

See Miller, Page 15.

Board member cites misinformation on Facebook page
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Continued from Page 14.
basin dug across from City Hall. She said 
silt basins cannot be reused and the Lake 
is out of depository ground. She said the 
cost involved in drying silt and trucking it 
out of the Lake area would exponentially 
increase the cost of the next dredge.
 Dean said the Miller farm property south 
of AB Cove would be an ideal depository area 
for at least one future dredge. She said another 
party is interested in purchasing a portion of 
Miller property and the Lake is interested in 
acquiring the portion adjacent to the Lake 
boundary that would allow the board to correct 
runoff issues and repair deterioration of the 
bridge on the Miller’s pond dam above AB 
Cove. She said she hoped an agreement could 
be negotiated. Board Member Mike Stiles 
said even if the proposed assessment increases 
were approved, that did not include any funds 
for purchase of Miller family property.
 Jim Conway asked if proposed major 
projects really are urgent and need to be done 
immediately. Mr. Stiles invited residents to 
go to the shoreline of the AB Cove dam and 
look at the slippage of the bridge structure. 
He said the Miller pond project has already 
been delayed and becomes more of an 
urgent matter due to continued deterioration 
of the bridge. Mr. Stiles said funds from 
the assessment increase would be saved 
specifically for such named projects utilizing 
the proposed estimated timeline. He said he 
thinks assessments should be re-evaluated 
every three years thereafter.
 Board Member Kim McReynolds 
said she would like to make it clear that 
all of the proposed numbers are based on 
“real” numbers with the exception of the 
estimated dam repair costs. 
 Buddy Young said he supports the board 
and knows there is a need for an increase. 
However, he said the amount requested is too 
high and the increase too fast to win property 
owner support. Young asked for clarification 
whether Country Club funds are in interest 
bearing accounts. Treasurer Randy Thatcher 
said all savings funds are in interest accounts, 
however, the rate is not much. Mr. Stiles said 
it is only recently that higher-interest options 
have become available. Board Member Bill 
Ellwood said 3-, 6- and 9-month certificates 
of deposit would be a great option that would 
yield more interest income and have revolving 
balances available for special projects.
 Young said Country Club property could 
be sold. Dean questioned why such parcels 
were not sold at the last assessment increase 
in 2006. She said the board has considered 
selling off green space for additional revenue 

for years, however, there are tax implications 
involved in only selling property with no 
reinvestment, although the Miller property 
might be a suitable reinvestment. She said 
timing is crucial in selling property if the 
board is to consider reinvesting the proceeds.
 Young said he was concerned the vote 
would fail the way it is currently set up. 
He suggested lowering the annual increase 
amount and spreading it over a few years 
rather than such a drastic increase over two 
years. He said it would be a good idea to 
review assessments in a couple of years.
 McKay questioned issuing the 2023 
regular $1,000 assessment bill and having 
to issue a second bill for the proposed $500 
increase in the first year. President Dean said 
the 2023 regular assessment invoices were 
created and mailed as usual in mid-December. 
She said without knowing whether an increase 
would be approved or what amount it may be, 
there was no way of adding the adjustment to 
the regular bill. She said under Lake Rules, 
watercraft stickers are being held until after 
the special property owners meeting and, if 
the assessment increase passes, they would be 
withheld pending payment of the increase.
 Ms. Stiles said the major projects 
shown on the increase proposal are a 
money savings plan that is already lacking 
five years’ savings for the next dredge.
 Ellwood said he agreed with Young that 
the board should have been talking about 
increasing assessments in June of 2022 
instead of after the first of the year. However, 
he said the volunteer board has been diverted 
by various problems over the months as 
well as COVID-19 complications, delaying 
consideration of an assessment increase.
 Ellwood said he recommended raising 
dues $100 a year in November but board 
members decided that would not be enough 
to responsibly deal with Lake expenses. Since 
that time, he said the board found out repairs 
to the dam could cost $250,000. He said the 
assessment committee investigated how far 
a $100 increase would go towards current 
and future project needs. Ellwood said the 
committee found a $100 increase would not 
be enough to save towards these projects. He 
said he believed it would be irresponsible for 
the board not to “ring the bell” and warn the 
community that an increase was needed or 
special assessments would be required to pay 
for repairs as they are needed.
 Mr. Stiles said he is much more open 
to the proposed incremental increase rather 
than getting hit with a special assessment or 
assessments. Board Member Scott Johnson 
said budget committees over the past several 

years have recommended an assessment 
increase. He said for various reasons the 
increase was delayed such as recently; 
residents were hit with 30 to 40 percent real 
estate tax hike just prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic which created financial hardship 
for some since 2020. He said the board cannot 
continue to “kick the can down the road.”
 Johnson said the cost for road repairs 
is over $1 million in today’s money and that 
single project alone could wipe out all cash and 
create a $250,000 deficit. He said he doesn’t 
want to be on a board that tells the community 
an assessment increase is necessary, however 
special assessments are worse because 
collection costs would be needed for those 
that did not pay their share, creating additional 
expenses during a time funds are being sought. 
 Sarah Jordan asked if the board would 
consider quarterly payments or a payment 
plan. Jordan said fixed- or lower-income 
families might find relief in spreading out 
payments rather than a lump sum. Dean 
said the board might individually consider 
situations but it was voted and approved 
that the last day to pay 2023 assessments 
without a late fee would be May 15.
 Morgan Combs said a quarterly payment 
plan might be more enticing to some but hoped 
the board would continue to investigate other 
revenue streams as well. McReynolds said the 
Country Club is a homeowner’s association, 
making residents responsible for their fair 
share of expenses. She said government 
money is not available for a private 
community and other avenues are always 
being researched but have been fruitless.
 Conway said he is convinced there 
is a need but was hoping the board would 
research the potential of quarterly payments. 
President Dean said Lake Rules require full 
payment for Lake access and it would require 
three readings and probably two months to 
make rules changes if the board were inclined 
to do so. Braden said watercraft stickers 
are a leverage source for annual payments 
from some residents and if stickers were 
issued prior to payment of the entire annual 
assessment, there would be little incentive for 
prompt payment. Ellwood said setting up a 
system of quarterly payments would greatly 
increase clerical work for the single Lake 
Office employee as well as complicating 
Water Patrol enforcement of Lake access.
 Raynette Hannah said she was concerned 
about the possibility of a special assessment 
even after an assessment increase is approved. 
Tom Goddard said four $250 incremental 
increases spread over the next four years 

See Estimated, Page 17.

Miller pond rehab, possible land purchase discussed
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By John Nicol
 You are invited by the Sportsmen’s and Women’s clubs 
to bring your favorite sauce, with or without meat, other pasta 
or dessert to the Free Spaghetti Dinner at 6 p.m., Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, at the Clubhouse.

 We will provide cooked 
spaghetti, plates, bowls, service, 
salad and dressing, garlic 
bread, soda, water and adult 
beverages. Wine is up to you to 
bring for yourself. In addition, a 
$25 door prize drawing will go 
to a lucky attendee. Come and 

join us, take a winter break and visit with your friendly Lake 
neighbors! 

Final call to submit scholarship applications by Feb. 24

 The Sportsmen’s Club Scholarship is offered for resident 
Blue Springs High School or private high school graduates 
with a 2.75 grade point average and Lake resident college 
students with a 2.5 GPA. Funding is $3,000 to be divided 
among eligible Lake applicants with a maximum award of 
$1,000 per student.
 Remember to get your transcripts together and pick up the 
Sportsmen’s Club Scholarship applications at the Lake Office. 
The application must be completed, transcript included, and 
returned to Darren Lengyel, 161 Anchor, (816) 405-4661, or to 
Mike Bellinghausen, 26 Anchor, (816) 777-7764, by Feb. 24. 

Applicants awarded a Women’s Club Scholarship may not also 
receive a Sportsmen’s Club scholarship that graduating year. 
 
Shared Women’s, Sportsmen’s clubs 2023 events discussed 

 President Jim Clarke opened the Jan. 10 regular meeting 
with recognition of Women’s Club officers Tomi Bellinghausen 
and Morgan Combs. Membership responses have risen to 132 
according to First Vice President John Harrison. A first-time 
attendee Justin King, 117 Beach, was introduced and welcomed.
 Second Vice President Joe Rush addressed planning for the 
Feb. 15 Spaghetti Dinner. Tomi Bellinghausen said the Women’s 
Club would provide salad and dressing. The announcement 
details were jointly arrived at for Feb. 15; the meeting date was 
moved to Wednesday due to Valentine’s Day on Tuesday, Feb. 
14. Club members are to set up at 5 p.m. for the dinner at 6 p.m.
 Third Vice President Jeremy Cumberford did not have any 
reports of cold weather fishing. In answer to a question, it was 
noted the club has not held a carp fishing competition for a number 
of years. Carp have not been seen to be a current problem.
 Under new business, Tomi Bellinghausen identified the 
clubs’ mutual need to reach Lake residents, especially new 
residents, to identify members who can volunteer for activities. 
Contact information can be gathered for event reminders by 
a joint committee. An activity suggested for warmer weather 
could be a pickle ball tournament. Being a new event, some 
research is needed on rules, procedure, bracketing, etc.
 Under old business, Jim Clarke thanked those who came 
out to make “Santa at the Gates” another annual success.

SPORTSMEN’S CLUB NEWS

Free Spaghetti Dinner: We’ll have pasta, you bring sauce!

Continued from Page 15.
would stand more of a chance of being passed.
 Andy Albano asked what are the 
designated fund figures for legal, road repair 
and silt mitigation used to develop the estimate 
of the Country Club’s revenue needs. President 
Dean said the estimated legal expenses of 
$20,000 are not in a designated fund but are 
in the operating funds for ongoing expenses 
including at least one ongoing lawsuit.
 Dean said, for the purpose of the 
expense estimate, Board Member Clayton 
Holland obtained a new bid of $959,430 
in 2023 prices for milling and overlaying 
the main roads, noting that amount would 
increase by the time the board schedules road 
resurfacing. Ms. Stiles noted the designated 
fund for roads only contains $146,000.
 Dean noted silt was dredged five years 
ago and contractor Dredge America estimated 
dredging should be done every 24 years. Ms. 
Stiles said dredging could cost $850,000 if 
done today, but it is not likely to occur for 
another 15 years. She said the board currently 
does not have enough revenue to set aside 

funds for the future projects.
 Albano suggested the board establish 
a regular 3 percent annual increase in 
assessments. Mr. Stiles said he had served 
on the board previously and the 2006 
increase to $1,000 from $500 had allowed 
the board to save and pay for road paving 
and dredging without trying to borrow.
 Angela Montague said an additional 
$500 would be hard for residents to pay. She 
suggested monthly or quarterly payments. She 
suggested additional amenities be provided 
that might produce revenue, such as a 
swimming pool. Board Member Brian Smith 
said construction, maintenance, staffing and 
insurance for a pool would cost even more.
 Board Member Cyndi Peterson said 
Lake property values are very high but there 
is concern about what would happen if the 
board cannot pay its annual expenses and 
must cut back services and maintenance. 
President Dean said a payment plan would 
be complicated by Lake Rules that say a 
property owner has no Lake privileges until 
assessments are paid.

 Gary George commended the board for 
its work and said if the $1,000 assessment 
approved in 2006 had been indexed for 
inflation, assessments now would be $1,400. 
He cited need to repair the dam, the Miller’s 
pond dam and roads.
 Brian Zoller, a member of the most recent 
Budget Committee, noted the committee 
recommended an assessment increase. He said 
he was concerned the proposed increase did 
not anticipate further inflation. Mr. Stiles said 
the board estimated a 4 percent inflation rate 
per year, which, along with savings for special 
projects, dictated a $500 increase in 2023 and 
another $500 increase in 2024.

Executive session: President Dean 
adjourned the Jan. 17 open meeting and 
reconvened the board in a closed executive 
session at 8:50 p.m. to discuss personnel 
and matters of attorney-client privilege.

	 Official	Country	Club	minutes	may	
be	read	at	the	Lake	Office.

Estimated costs of anticipated special projects weighed
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Find us online at www.Premier.Network or call 816.600.0888 
 

Serving 
Businesses 

and 
Individuals

Insurance

Accounting 
& Tax

Investments

Financial 
Planning

Premier Approach 
We begin with the end in mind. 
Understanding our client’s needs, 
concerns and hopes enables us to craft 
an effective and achievable game plan.  

We believe in producing significant 
value for our clients. Our coordinated 
team helps clients avoid mistakes and 
discover opportunities. 

Our independence allows us access to a 
broad range of insurance and investment 
products to meet our clients needs.  

Personal and Business Insurance 

Kevin.hornick@premier.network 
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Tapawingo Police Gazette

See Police Reports, Page 21

J.R. PAINTING & DRYWALL

Check out one of our recent interiors.

We do drywall, popcorn 
removal, texture, wood 
rot repairs, interior and 

exterior painting.

Call for free estimate. 
816-305-9647 

jrpaintingdrywall.net

Lake Tapawingo

 Feb. 14 is the application deadline 
for Women’s Club scholarships. 
Feb. 24 is last day to apply for 
Sportsmen’s Club scholarships.
 Forms may be obtained at the 
Lake Office or from the Blue Springs 
High School website; go to bshs.
bssd.net and click on Academics and 
Counseling, then Local Scholarships.
 Two $1,000 scholarships are 
presented to qualified Lake high 
school seniors by the Women’s Club. 
Transcript, cover letter, application 
form, and ACT/SAT scores required.  
 Women’s Club scholarship 
applicants must be from property-
owning Lake households (not 
rental) and have lived in Lake 
Tapawingo city limits for at least 12 
consecutive months previous to and 
adjacent to the award date.  
 Applications must be mailed or 
hand-delivered to Colleen Gibler, 
32 Dockside, no later than 6 p.m. 
Feb. 14. If questions, please call or 
text Colleen at (816) 803-0243.
 Sportsmen’s Club scholarships 
are offered for resident Blue Springs 
High School or private high school 
graduates with a 2.75 GPA and Lake 
resident college students with a 2.5 
GPA. $3,000 to be divided among 
eligible Lake applicants with a 
maximum of $1,000 per student.
 Send application and transcript to 
Darren Lengyel, 161 Anchor, (816) 
405-4661, or Mike Bellinghausen, 26 
Anchor, (816) 777-7764, by Feb. 24. 

Scholarship 
deadlines loom 
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M e c h a n i c a l  a n d  E l e c t r i c a l  C o n t ra c t o r  
w w w. Pe n n Te c h i n c . c o m            

LOWER utility bills & INCREASE  comfort 

 For a limited time, complete residential system installs include  

10-Year LABOR Warranty  
 

Customer is responsible for PennTech ’s preventive maintenance twice/year.  

LABOR  

• FREE QUOTE!  Get energy-efficient options to upgrade 
your residential HVAC system. 

• REBATE$  Receive a check from KCP&L and Spire Energy 
for qualified equipment. 

(816) 591-8383 
Call PennTech Today! 

Your Blue Springs Heating & Cooling Specialist  
celebrating 10 years of business! 

 

Yo u r  H e a t i n g  &  C o o l i n g  S p e c i a l i s t — P e n n Te c h  ( 8 1 6 )  5 9 1 - 8 3 8 3  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2

Groundhog Day
Municipal court cases 
10:30 a.m., Circuit 
Court, Independence

City Council
6 p.m., City Hall

3 4

5 6

Country Club 
Board, 7 p.m. 
Clubhouse

7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14
Valentine’s Day

Women’s Club 
scholarship
applications due

15

Sportsmen’s Club, 
Women’s Club 
Spaghetti Dinner
6 p.m., Clubhouse

16

Country Club 
Election, 7 p.m., 
Clubhouse

17 18
Invasive Species 
Training, 9 a.m. 
Lake Office
(preregister)

19 20
Presidents Day

City Hall closed
Lake Office closed

21

Country Club 
Board, 7 p.m. 
Clubhouse

22 23

Police Department 
Blood Drive
12:30-5:30 p.m. 
Clubhouse

24

Sportsmen’s Club 
scholarship
applications due

25

26 27 28

 

February 2023

Police Reports
Dec. 1-31 Nov. 1-30 Oct. 1-31 Sept. 1-30 Aug. 1-31 July 1-31 June 1-30 May 1-31

Traffic      - Anchor 0 5 2 2 1 4 5 1
 offenses - Beach 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
                - Clipper 0 1 0 0 1 1 4 0
                - Dockside 0 0 1 0 0 4 1 0
                - Emerald Shore 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
                - Woods Chapel 0 1 1 1 4 1 1 3
                - U.S. 40 25 30 38 30 22 31 30 16
                - Total 25 37 42 34 29 41 41 20
Warrant arrests 2 5 3 2 2 2 1 3
Arrests 2 5 4 2 2 3 1 3
Felony arrests 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Codes complaints 0 3 0 2 0 2 2 3
Calls for service 9 11 10 22 9 20 14 17
Warnings 25 34 32 35 24 23 16 14
Total                   63 95 91 97 66 91 75 60
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Lake Tapawingo News
144 Anchor Drive

Lake Tapawingo, Mo. 64015

 Eickleberry Concrete
       and Decks
 Call us for Custom:  -- Concrete work
 -- Flat work -- Seawalls
 -- Block seawalls  -- Wood, composite decks
 -- Outbuildings  -- Landscape
 -- Outside tornado rooms -- Fire pits

Contact Chad Eickleberry
(660) 238-5303 or (660) 747-0795

Seawall construction


