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‘Pasture’ development
activity, talks get quiet

By Elizabeth Braden

BOOM! SHAKALAKA! -- The Fourth of July fireworks
display was short but sweet, lighting up the lake with
fire and brimstone.

Lake Board back to Zoom meetings
President Jayme Dean said due to changing COVID-19
pandemic concerns, the Lake Board would return to video
conferences on the Internet via Zoom. Face-to-face board
meetings at the Clubhouse again will be suspended.
The Zoom link for both August meetings is https://www.
zoom.us/join; Meeting ID: 856 2087 9761; Passcode: d3TEZ9.
The board meets at 7 p.m. Mondays, Aug. 2 and 16.
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By John Braden
Activity and talk related to a proposed housing
development near 1 Anchor have subsided in recent weeks.
Or at least they have moved out of the public arena.
On June 14, concrete company owner and former
mayor Rocky Queen indicated a plan to build more than 50
houses in a former pasture on Anchor Lane would proceed
regardless of whether the unincorporated Jackson County
land were annexed by the city of Lake Tapawingo. Queen also
contended the Lake Tapawingo Country Club could not deny
the development access to the Lake’s privately owned road,
which had been the access point for the pasture for decades.
Queen had said, since the houses would be built
anyway, the city should consider annexing the property
because it would receive property taxes from the homes
and it could regulate the types of houses to be built there.
Additionally, even if the property were not annexed, the
Lake Tapawingo Police Department, as the closest police
agency, would have to answer calls there under a mutual
support agreement with Jackson County.
At that point, City Council and Lake Board officials
began assessing the effects such a development would
have on the community, whether those effects overall were
beneficial, and what, if anything, they should do about
them. There was nothing officially they could do because
no requests had been made of them. However, public
reaction made some of them think any annexation request
would be rejected by a voter-forced referendum.
As an initial response, city and Lake Board officials
informally decided they would cooperate closely on the matter.
Mayor John Sellars indicated the Lake’s two governing bodies
were in agreement on a unified response to the proposed
development. Legal counsel for both bodies were consulted and
individual officials conferred, rather than having discussions in
public as would be required by official meetings.
President Jayme Dean said the Lake Board would not
be having open discussions of the matter and could not
comment on the situation. Instead, the board met in closed
executive session July 6 to discuss attorney-client matters
involving the proposed housing development.
Dean said she would answer questions if she could,
subject to those restrictions. She said the entire community
has issues at stake as a result of the project.
She said it is important to engage Lake property
owners as much as possible and the board would continue
See Questionable, Page 3.
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Around the Lake
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SYMPATHY

The family of Greg Pitts, 68, formerly of 8 Clipper, who died July 13 at his
home in Bunker Hill, Ill.
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Mary Ellen Miller, 37 Anchor
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Christine Roberts, 26 Dockside
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WELCOME TO THE LAKE
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Joe Sr. and Margie Lehmkuhl, 187 Anchor Circle
Vincent and Margaret Merys, 174 Anchor Drive
Edward Moran, 8 Dockside Drive
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Andy and Kristy Rogers
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If you know of anyone who needs a Get Well card, Birthday greetings, Congratulations,
Sympathy or Welcome to New Resident, call Margie Guffey of the Women’s Club at 589-4166.

Horseshoe pitching returns Sept. 7
Horseshoe league commissioner Tom Goddard announced the opening
of horseshoe pitching starting Sept. 7 at the “Larry and Dana McCue Sports
Complex” -- the horseshoe pit at 7 Beach.
Goddard, 5 Beach, said horseshoes will be flung
at 6 p.m. every Tuesday night through September and
October, starting Sept. 7. The season will wrap up with
a tournament at 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 30.
There are no fees, just come join the fun. For
information, contact Goddard at 228-2738.
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Questionable road access might be project sticking point
Continued from Page 1.
to share information as it is available. However, she said
right now, there is not a lot of information to share other
than what has been published in the Lake Tapawingo News.
She was asked to comment on a possible cease-anddesist order she told the Municipal Committee the board
might seek in order to halt road access for the project. Dean
replied that she could not comment on the question at this
time. When asked if she could comment on use of Country
Club roads by heavy trucks transporting dirt, concrete and
heavy equipment to the site, she reiterated the Country Club
pays to repair and maintain its privately owned roads.
Among things that did happen, though, Dean appointed
a committee to study the financial and legal implications
of installing actual gates at the Lake entrances. In addition,
Board Member Clayton Holland obtained a bid to determine
the cost of repairing crumbling pavement on Anchor Lane at
the entrance to the former pasture. Holland said he believes
the damage was created by dump trucks and equipment
brought into the property in preparation for the development.
He said the bid would be retained for informational purposes.
Lake officials also decided to ask Jackson County
what permits Queen and his development partners, Larry
and Dana McCue, might have sought and whether their
preliminary project activities are being monitored by
county and state agencies. Further, the City Council
advanced plans to put a land planner on retainer for

consultation when development issues arise.
Dean previously said she consulted the board’s lawyer to
learn whether the Country Club could deny the development
access to Anchor Lane and, if not, whether it could impose
fees to cover wear on its roads. While she did not disclose
the advice she received, in a separate meeting, Mayor Sellars
reported City Attorney Paul Campo said access to a private
road does not have to be provided for an outside activity.
Questionable road access might prove to be a sticking
point for the development. Failure to obtain access to
Lake-owned Anchor Lane might mean the property cannot
be developed for that many houses.
Queen previously said the property is landlocked on
the west by land owned by former Lake resident Greg
Pitts, who Queen said was not inclined to sell. Pitts died
July 13 at his home in Bunker Hill, Ill., adding another
variable to the equation.
Queen said even if they could acquire one or two
other empty lots between the McCues’ property and the
Countryside Road right-of-way to the west, it likely would
require construction of a major bridge over a small creek
since that spot would be in the flood plain.
It is expected that further conversations will occur
among Mayor Sellars, President Dean, other city and
Lake officials, their lawyers, and possibly Queen and
the McCues. Without giving details, Sellars expressed
optimism that a satisfactory resolution would be reached.

Blue Springs school bond, tax issues on Aug. 3 ballot
Lake voters again are voting outside Lake Tapawingo
for the Aug. 3 election, which only involves referenda on
Blue Springs School District bond and property tax issues.
Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. at Chapel Hill
Presbyterian Church, 3108 S.W. U.S. 40 Westbound,
Blue Springs. That’s in the U.S. 40 median at the east
intersection with Woods Chapel Road.
Voters have only two issues to consider:

For more complete information on the contents of the ballot,
see Jackson County Election Board ballot information on the
Internet at https://www.jcebmo.org/. If you are registered to vote,
you can click on the “Next Election” box to enter your name and
date of birth and the website will generate your sample ballot.

If you
Living
alway
nurse
for Ind
Comm

Question 1: Shall the Blue Springs School District issue
$107 million in general obligation bonds to construct a
classroom addition to Blue Springs High School that would
allow ninth graders to be moved to the high school? Ninth
graders destined for Blue Springs High School currently
attend the Freshman Center on Vesper Street in Blue Springs.
If approved, the debt service property tax levy is expected to
remain unchanged at $1.2651 per $100 of assessed valuation.
Question 2: Shall the Blue Springs School District be
authorized to increase the operating property tax levy ceiling
to $4.9228 per $100 of assessed valuation? If approved, the
district’s adjusted operating property tax levy is expected to
increase by $0.0651, from $4.4635 to $4.5286. The district
expects to make a corresponding reduction in its debt service
property tax levy of $0.0651, resulting in no change to the
district’s overall levy of $5.728

Reduc
Looking for Independent, Assisted, Memory, or Long Term
Care Communities can be time consuming and frustrating.
If you or a loved one are trying to find the best Senior Living
Options, I can help. My services are free and I always try to
go the extra mile for my clients. I am also a nurse who has
worked in many of these places.
Reducing your stress is just a phone call away.
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MAYOR’S MINUTES

Lake strategic plan continues to bear fruit
By Mayor John Sellars
The lake seems so quiet the last few weeks. I must
admit missing the honking Canada geese early in the
morning. The honking sounds seemed to naturally belong
in those early morning hours when the sun was waking up
and the cool breeze was blowing off the water.
The poet Robert Frost apparently would have
disagreed with me because he never wrote a poem about
the soothing sounds of Canada geese honking early in the
morning. Nor did his poems mention the beauty of goose
droppings on the docks, yards, and seawalls!
A special thanks to those in our community who have
hosted and volunteered to help with special activities,
block parties, and the planned Block Wars. These activities
create the welcoming and friendly atmosphere we all
enjoy.
We are also deeply indebted to the ongoing efforts of
the Sportsmen’s Club, Women’s Club, Lake Board and
Board of Aldermen. It takes a large number of community
volunteers to provide the high-quality community life we
enjoy on this beautiful lake. Also, we must not forget the
many hours that John Braden and his many contributors
and helpers work every month to chronicle and document
our affairs of our community. Thanks everyone!
Funds show city well-positioned for coming year
The first day of July every year marks the start of a
new fiscal year (2021-2022). It also marks the ending of
the previous fiscal year (2020-2021). This is a time for
evaluating our stewardship of financial resources and our
success towards achieving our annual goals. We won’t
have the completed financial statements until after the
October audit but below are the results by fund account.
Fund Account

Revenue

Expenses

City Admin

$410,659

$345,217

$65,441

Sewer Account

$318,031

$311,053

$6,978

Water Account

$578,776

$680,735

($101,959)

Trash Account

$80,027

$81,044

$1,016

$1,387,493 $1,418,049

($ 30,556)

Total

Net Gain (loss)

The overspending in the Water Account was due to our
three-year meter replacement program. We had money in
the Water reserve budget to pick up the overspending in
this area. We are lengthening the timeline on this program
to ensure that we have ample budget moving forward.
The net gain in the City Administration Account
represents a combination of higher revenue than projected
and savings generated by carefully managing the budget.
A copy of past audit reports is available at City Hall if
anyone would like to review them.
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Strategic plan actions under way

In 2019 we approved a 2019-2026 Lake Tapawingo
strategic plan. Having finished two years on this plan let me
provide an update on where we are at this time. Below I will list
the four approved goals with significant actions taken to date:
1. Engage the community in efforts that wisely preserve
and enhance the beauty of our natural resources and
improve the quality of life.
Actions: Each group (Lake Board, Board of Aldermen,
Women’s Club, Sportsmen’s Club) has accomplished tasks
that contribute to this goal. The Board of Aldermen approved
a long-term infrastructure plan that includes upgrades in
water meters and our sewer system. This plan is proceeding
according to plan. The next step is to contract with a city
planner to make improvements in our overall zoning efforts
2. Diversify and be good stewards of our revenue streams
so that our finances are sustainable and provide a solid
base for achieving the other strategic goals.
Actions: The Board of Aldermen has improved a fund
accounting system that allows for better reporting
and enhancing the integrity of each fund. Plans are in
place to ensure that the Water and SewerDepartment
will have ample reserves to make needed repairs and
enhancements. The city has a balanced budget and is
developing reserves to ensure sustainability.
3. Maintain an optimal level of public safety and security
for citizens as safe neighborhoods are a cornerstone of a
quality community life.
Actions: A task force that included Chief Taylor, Brad
Barlow, and Morgan Combs reviewed electronic security
systems and a Neighborhood Watch Program and made a
recommendation to initiate a Neighborhood Watch Program.
4. The Municipal Committee of the Board of Aldermen and
the Lake Board will begin preparations for the Centennial
celebration in 2026.
Actions: We still have five years before the Centennial,
but we need to develop this action plan within the next
two years.
Conversations continue on proposed development
One looming issue over the last several weeks has
been a potential request for annexation of property by
the dam for a new housing addition. At the time of this
writing, we have no new information to share with you, but
conversations are continuing to take place. We will keep
you posted as new information becomes available.
The Board of Aldermen will be discussing hiring a land
planner (as noted in strategic plan 1 above) at the August
meeting. The city attorney has recommended this to help the
city deal with some of the zoning issues we are facing. The
cost would be recovered from construction permits.
See Native, Page 5.
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Native American artifacts hint at early village
Continued from Page 4.
With construction and renovations around the Lake,
let me remind everyone that over the years several Native
American artifacts have been found at Lake Tapawingo.
These items were reviewed by Kansas City Archeological
Society and determined to be of the Middle Woodland
period of 1 A.D. to 500 A.D. and attributed to the
Hopewell Indians. There are a few sites in the Kansas
City area with the most famous being the Trowbridge
Archeological site in Kansas City, Kan.

The Kansas City Archeological Society thinks Lake
Tapawingo might have been a village for a while. I mention
this in case someone finds arrowheads, ax heads, ceramic
pottery or ceramic figurines that could help the archeological
society determine if there was a village here and when.
While these objects are not particularly valuable, they can be
useful in determining the history of our area.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact
me at johndsellars1@gmail.com. May your August be
filled with joy and peace!

CITY COUNCIL REPORT

Council eyes hiring land planner, changing permits

Board of Zoning Adjustment vacancy:
Mayor Sellars said he would like to
appoint Gary Mullins, 110 Dockside,
to the Board of Zoning Adjustment,
succeeding Elizabeth Braden, who
resigned. The council passed, 5-0, a
motion by Alderman Brad Cloverdyke to
approve the appointment.

possibly have worker’s compensation
insurance to be licensed by the city.
He said he hoped those code changes
would be ready for first reading at the
Aug. 5 meeting.
Magel said he planned to present
a proposal at the August meeting
to consider contracting with a land
planner to assist with annexations
and other development issues. He
said a planner would only work when
specific issues arise. The planner’s
fees would be paid by the developer,
builder, or property owner involved.
Magel asked City Clerk Paul Blixrud
to set a meeting with a land planner
recommended by City Attorney Paul
Campo.

Financial: Mayor Sellars said the
fiscal year ended on June 30 and
noted the general operating fund
was positive in the amount of about
$65,000. The overall city budget
shows a negative of about $30,000
due to the water meter replacement
program. The City Council voted in
June to approve $85,000 to pay for the
new water meters out of the sewer/
water maintenance fund.
Sellars said with those added
funds the net city balance for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2021, is about
$55,000. He noted the City Council
will need to review utility billing
rates. City Clerk Paul Blixrud said he
is working on a cost sheet.

Building codes: Alderman Steve Magel
said so far there had been no public
comments on a proposed ordinance
to adopt updated national building
codes standards. In May, the council
advanced on first reading an ordinance
to adopt 2018 International Building,
Plumbing, Mechanical, and Residential
Codes to replace the 2000 version the
city currently uses and a 2017 National
Electric Code to replace the 1999 version
currently in use. The new code books are
on file at City Hall for review. Magel said
the council was expected to give final
approval of the ordinance at its Aug. 5
meeting.
Magel said he and Alderman
Tom Rodenberg worked on proposed
changes to building permit fees and
business license fees. He said they
also proposed requiring contractors
to present master’s certificates and

Street signs: The council passed, 5-0,
motions by Alderman Steve Magel to
approve on first and second readings
Bill No. 1216 Ordinance No. 1010, An
ordinance amending city code Title
III, Schedule V, Table V-A regarding
yield signs. The ordinance eliminates
two yield signs in A Block and D
Block.
The council passed, 5-0, motions
by Magel to approve on first and
second readings Bill No. 1217
Ordinance No. 1011, An ordinance
amending city code Title III, Schedule
II, Table II-A regarding stop signs. It
replaces the two yield signs with stop
signs and adds three stop signs in A, D
and E blocks.
Magel said some additional signs,
such as No Parking, that do not require
ordinances will be installed when the
budget and maintenance staff time allow.

Municipal Committee: Alderman
Brad Cloverdyke said the joint cityLake Board Municipal Committee
met twice since last council meeting
and discussed the proposed housing
development near 1 Anchor and its
potential request for annexation.
He said the first meeting was a
preliminary discussion with Rocky
Queen and Larry and Dana McCue,
who own the Jackson County
properties. Cloverdyke said no formal
annexation request had been submitted
to the city. He said the second meeting
was further discussion of the proposed
development of 50 or so new homes
and road access to the development.
Police Chief Tammy Taylor
said the department has insufficient
resources to handle another 50 houses
and several hundred more residents.
See Neighborhood, Page 6.

The Board of Aldermen of the city
of Lake Tapawingo met July1 at City
Hall. Mayor John Sellars presided.

Visitors: Jan Baldwin, 9 Anchor; Brad
Barlow, 134 Beach; Garland Brooks, 22
Anchor; Gary Brown, 4 Anchor; Charlie
Plank, 38 Dockside; Bette Sellars; 11
Dockside; John Braden, 45 Anchor.

Lake Tapawingo News • August 2021

Page 6

Neighborhood Watch Panel weighs detached garage request
The Lake Tapawingo Zoning
instead of parking them on the lot as
prep under way
Commission met July 26 to discuss
previous residents have done. She said
Continued from Page 5.
It was noted, regardless of whether
the property is annexed, Lake police
would be required to answer calls
in the development under a mutual
assistance agreement with Jackson
County.
Gary Brown, 4 Anchor, said
it appeared the development was
proceeding and Lake Tapawingo
was not responding. Cloverdyke said
the City Council and Lake Board
were working together to face the
issue, which, in addition to policing
and additional traffic, also involves
potential increased maintenance costs
for Country Club-owned roads.
Cloverdyke said there had been
little specific to react to so far and that
the city and Lake Board could not
necessarily prevent the development.
He said one of the challenges is that
Lake Tapawingo could face additional
responsibilities but no new revenue.
“I think most of us would say we
wish it would go away,” the alderman
said.
Police: Brad Barlow, coordinator of
the new Neighborhood Watch, said
letters were being mailed to residents
announcing the new citizen program.
He said citizens would be encouraged
to call 911 when suspicious activity
occurs. He said those with surveillance
cameras would be asked to participate
in a voluntary program with the police
department to provide footage in
situations in which crimes or suspicious
activity occurred. He said the city might
have an annual event to promote the
program. Barlow noted the Lake Board
approved placement of Neighborhood
Watch signs along Lake roads.
Water and Sewer: City Clerk Paul
Blixrud said things were calm in the
Water and Sewer Department with
only two grinder pump replacements
since the June meeting.
Official city minutes may be read
at City Hall or on the city Internet
site, www.laketapawingomo.org.

a request by Ty and Ronda Francis,
3 Emerald Shore, to build a detached
garage on a small triangular parcel of
their property, across the street at the
end of the Lake Tapawingo dam.
City Attorney Paul Campo
suggested the commission discuss the
request because detached garages are
expressly prohibited by city building
codes. Campo said the only way it
could be allowed would be if city
codes were amended. The first step
would be by a Zoning Commission
recommendation to the City Council.
Campo said the other city body, the
Board of Zoning Adjustment, could not
grant a variance to allow such a change.
Rather than just say no, Campo
said he proposed using the request as a
vehicle for a discussion of the question
by policymakers. He said factors in
favor and against a policy change
could be identified and balanced.
Ronda Francis said their biggest
concern is “making it look nice” by
putting their vehicles in a building

the garage might include upper level
storage. The couple said they were
not in a hurry for the approval, which
appeared unlikely to happen soon.
Alderman Steve Magel,
who attended the meeting, said
an ordinance would have to be
carefully crafted because several
other residents might want detached
garages as well. Magel and Zoning
Commission Member Jeff Pirner said
rewriting the ordinance could open a
Pandora’s box.
Campo noted that some residents
now are parking vehicles on their
vacant lots, which he said has caused
consternation to some policymakers.
The city attorney said he
recommended the city hire a land
planner to help guide the city on such
matters. Magel said the City Council
was expected to explore hiring a
planner at its next meeting, Aug. 2.
Campo said the meeting might be
the start of a conversation and he does
not know where the issue might go.

City of Lake Tapawingo
Revenue & Expense Report
Fiscal July 2020 – June 2021
Twelve-month Report

Net Budget

YTD Balance

Total Revenue
Total Expenses
General Total

388,164.00
394,569.00
-6,405.00

410,658.92
106%
345,217.38
87%
65,441.54 -1022%

-22,494.92
49,351.62
-71,846.54

Sewer Fund
Total Revenue
Total Expenses
Sewer Total

294,132.00
317,277.00
-23,145.00

318,031.28
311,053.44
6,977.84

108%
98%
-30%

-23,899.28
6,223.56
-30,122.84

578,776.47
680,735.55
-101,959.08

101%
125%
-376%

-4,929.47
-133,978.55
129,049.08

General Fund

(Admin., Police, Court)

%

YTD Unexpended

Water Fund

(Water Dept. & Water Bond)

Total Revenue
Total Expenses
Water Total

573,847.00
546,757.00
27,090.00

Trash Fund
Total Revenue
78,250.00
80,027.84
102%
-1,777.84
Total Expenses
75,790.00
81,044.47
107%
-5,254.47
Trash Total
2,460.00
-1,016.63
-41%
3,476.63
				
Total Profit/Loss
0
-30,556.33
0%
30,556.33
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Boating rules help ensure safety of you and others
By President Jayme Dean
I think we can all agree safety on the water at Lake
Tapawingo is very important for all of our residents and
their guests. Our Water Patrol and Board of Directors
work hard to make sure safety -- and the education
of residents about our rules and regulations -- are top
priorities.
All residents and their guests are
expected to abide by the rules and
regulations at all times. Some of the
recurring violations by residents and guests
are failure to:
n know and comply with “no-wake”
boating hours in morning and evening;
n properly display a 12” x 18” red or orange flag when
towing a skier or towed device or when a skier or tow rope
is in the water;
n remain seated (including the driver) at all times when a
boat is moving in excess of 5 mph;
n display a correct registration sticker and lot and block
numbers in the correct location on all watercraft;
n display bow lights (red on port side and green on
starboard side) and a white light on the stern when
operating after sundown;
n be respectful to Water Patrol or board members when
discussing violations.
Residents also should be aware of other concerns
related to safety and enjoyment on the lake. One of these
is use of a boat’s docking lights -- “headlights” that can
help you find your dock on a dark shoreline. These are
not meant to be kept on while operating the boat on the
lake because they can distract or temporarily blind other
boaters, possibly causing an accident. Please do not cruise
around the lake with your docking lights on.

Another concern is “plowing” -- making excessive
wake when transitioning from a lesser speed to operating
on plane across the main body of the lake. Please avoid
unnecessary plowing and generating large wakes that could
endanger docks, other property or swimmers.
To make sure that everyone is safe and our rules and
regulations are followed, a Lake resident must accompany
guests who are boating. All citations will be directed
against the property owner or renter, including citations of
that person’s children and guests.

No Lake privileges
July 2021

The Lake Board lists the following property owners or tenants
who do not have Lake privileges as of July 26. Lake privileges
include use of the lake for any purpose as well as all common
space such as Liberty Gardens, boat lots, soccer fields, tennis
courts, the Clubhouse and shelterhouses.

56-A Beatty
120-A Rogers
123-A O’Grady

124-A Schwenk
135-B Stickney
17-C Clements

J.R. PAINTING & DRYWALL

STILL open for your
household essential
needs!

10 percent off any job!
Mention the newsletter.
Call for free estimate.
816-305-9647
jrpaintingdrywall.net

Check out one of our recent exteriors, 3 Emerald Shore.
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The Lake Tapawingo Sportsmen’s Club Invites You to a

Low Country Shrimp Boil
Saturday, Aug. 14, 2021, at the Shelterhouse
5 p.m. begins social hour, 6 p.m. dinner is served
until the food runs out

Shrimp, andouille smoked sausage,
corn and potatoes with selected spices,
beer, soda, water and Margaritas!
Just $15 for adults and $5 for children
Credit cards welcome
Dessert provided by the Women’s Club
Lake Tapawingo gear items for sale
Lake Tapawingo News • August 2021
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COUNTRY CLUB BOARD REPORT

Possible Lake lot sales might not add residences
The Lake Tapawingo Country
Club Board of Directors met July 6
and 19 at the Clubhouse and via Zoom
video conference. President Jayme
Dean presided July 6; Vice President
Brian Smith presided July 19.

Visitors: Garland Brooks, 22 Anchor;
Gary Brown, 4 Anchor; Sarah Buchanan
and Scott Johnson, 16 Anchor, (via
Zoom); Mike Cloyde, 16 Emerald
Shore; Morgan Combs, 70 Dockside,
(via Zoom); Charles Cruit, 51 Anchor;
Melanie Earhart, 15 Clipper, (via
Zoom); Kenneth and Kevin Hornick, 7
Anchor; Cynthia Markey, 1 Beach, (via
Zoom); T.J. McGinnis, 102 Dockside;
Jim Megerson, 110 Beach; Angela
Montague, 152 Beach, (via Zoom);
Charlie Plank, 38 Dockside; Jane
Quinn, 19 Anchor; Julie and Rachel
Reed, 36 Dockside; Steve Robinson, 48
Dockside; Haylee Tadlock, 96 Beach,
(via Zoom); Phil and Julie Vigliaturo,
29 Anchor, (via Zoom); Brian Zoller, 87
Dockside; John Braden, 45 Anchor.
Zoom meetings: Due to increasing
COVID-19 infections and increased
area government concerns, President
Dean said July 28 that board meetings
would return solely to video conferences
on Zoom via the Internet.
Real estate: Board Member Bill
Ellwood said the board wants to follow
proper procedures for proposed sale of
Country Club-owned parcels and has
not found evidence that the board is
prohibited from selling lots. He said he
has not heard of a desire to add more
residences to Lake Tapawingo.
He said there is precedent seen in
a number of deeds for sale of Country
Club properties that contain restrictions
against building of separate houses on the
properties sold, but allowing extension of
the buyer’s existing adjoining house onto
the lot. He said the board would confer
further with legal counsel on that matter.
Ellwood said these are very early
stages of looking into the possibility of
selling parcels. He said rules call for
properties first to be offered to owners of

By John Braden

ROOF! ROOF! ROOF! -- Insurance coverage for past hail damage
covered most of the costs of new roofs for the Clubhouse and the two
nearby shelterhouses. Lake resident Wyatt Zucca’s Zucca Roofing
worked with the insurance adjuster and did the work in July.
adjoining properties. He and President
Dean said there have been no motions
made nor votes cast to sell any of the
Country Club parcels. Board Member
Gary Mallen said he wanted to be clear
that board members’ goal is not to create
new residences, but to reduce tax and
maintenance dollars spent on properties
in hopes that the parcels are kept as
green space or an expansion of current
residents’ properties. Ellwood agreed.
Mike Cloyde, 16 Emerald Shore,
said sale of the three largest Country Club
lots on Emerald Shore Drive would pose
an issue if offered to adjacent neighbors.
Since there are three contiguous lots, the

neighbors on each side would be eligible
to buy one lot each, but no existing home
adjoins the center lot. Ellwood said once
adjoining owners are considered,
properties could be sold to other Lake
Tapawingo property owners.
Cloyde said he and three other
neighbors offered to buy the three
E Block properties 27 years ago
and were told by the board that the
property would never be sold. He said
another concern is that a developer
would come in and buy the lots.
Ellwood said the Country Club is a
long way from being able to offer any
See All, Page 10.

www.keilmankustomcanvas.com
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All Lake lots, large and small, considered for sale
Continued from Page 9.
lots. He said the board is not interested
in offering properties outside of current
property owners of Lake Tapawingo.
Cloyde said the three E Block lots
have been maintained by three families
for years. He asked who would be
offered the property first. President
Dean said the board will not be offering
any property for sale for quite some
time. She said more research is needed
before any property is offered for sale.
John Braden said while Dean had
talked only about selling small pieces
and fragments of lots, Ellwood had
only talked about selling full-size lots
in E and D blocks so far. He said the
board is giving mixed signals as to
what is really going to be sold and
asked what parcels would the board
want to sell. Ellwood said all of them.
Ellwood said the property tax
clock is ticking, the parcels will be
reappraised and the ones that will
increase the most are not the bits and
pieces. He said the smaller parcels

have already been dealt with in regard
to real estate taxes. Dean said what
drove the property sale proposal were
the numerous parcels whose property
tax appraisals were appealed last year.
Dean said information the board
received with maps and tax information
can be available to anyone interested
and to please contact the Lake Office for
either a paper copy or electronic copy.
Braden said the board should
carefully consider whether to sell lots
that are the outer perimeter of Country
Club property because some are a
buffer to unincorporated land across
the fence that could be targeted for
non-Lake real estate development.
Kevin Hornick, 7 Anchor, asked
whether the entire perimeter of Lake
Tapawingo is encircled by Country Clubowned property. President Dean said
it is not. Hornick asked if the Country
Club had ever considered fencing in
the property. Dean said she formed a
committee to examine legal, financial
and other aspects of restoring gates at

the Lake entrances but did not have a
comment about fencing the perimeter.
Brian Zoller, 87 Dockside, asked
what is the process to make an offer
on parcels owned by the Country
Club. Ellwood said the board is not in
a position to take an offer at this time.
Dean said an e-mail could be sent to
the Country Club expressing interest
in a property. She said she has an
ongoing list of prospective buyers.
Julie Reed, 36 Dockside, asked
whether a resident who has maintained
a Country Club lot for years would have
purchase priority over a higher bidder.
Ellwood said there are explicit rules and
regulations that would be followed.
Jane Quinn, 19 Anchor, proposed
56 Anchor, site of a demolished
lakefront house, should be purchased
as green space for use as a park where
residents could watch fireworks or fish.
Municipal Business: Board Member
Steve Meek said although there had
See Lake, Page 11.

Driveways,
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Eco- Friendly, Licensed and Insured, Free Estimates
Gregg & Karey Feightner
GREGG FEIGHTNER – Lake Resident
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Lake Board restricts
comment on proposed
housing development

Continued from Page 10.
been a lot of site activity, there had been
no official filings with the city or county
regarding development of the vacant
former pasture adjacent to 1 Anchor. He
said property owners Rocky Queen and
Larry and Dana McCue were present
at a recent city-Lake Board Municipal
Committee meeting and explained their
plans for the property, which mostly is
in unincorporated Jackson County.
Board Member Bill Ellwood
asked about silt fencing due to the
recent ground disturbance. President
Dean said the board is working with
the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources in regard to silt fencing.
Dean said she would convene a
closed executive session at the end of the
July 6 meeting to discuss attorney-client
matters involving the proposed housing
development. She said the board would
not be having an open discussion and
cannot comment on the situation. She
said she would answer questions if she
could, subject to those restrictions.
Gary Brown, 4 Anchor, asked
when the Country Club would reveal
its plans to deal with the proposed
development. Dean said she could not
give a date but very soon.
She said it is important to engage
property owners as much as possible
and the board will continue to share
information as it is available. She
said right now, there is not a lot of
information other than what has been
published in the Lake Tapawingo News.
John Braden asked Dean if
she would comment on a possible
cease-and-desist order she told the
Municipal Committee the board might
seek to halt road access. Dean said she
cannot comment at this time.
Brian Zoller asked if an annexation
request were submitted to the city,
would one also be submitted to the
Lake Board and would the residents of
the annexation have Lake privileges.
Dean said annexation is a city issue and
residents of the development would not
have Lake privileges.

There’s a guy
up there!

By John Braden

WHATEVER THEY’RE PAYING HIM -- It
ain’t enough. Monster Tree Service
positioned a crane beside the boat
ramp to help a daredevil with a
chainsaw remove a dying giant on the
lakefront at 38 Emerald Shore.
Roads, Easements and Pathways:
President Dean said a pothole repair
contract is signed with Seal-O-Matic
Paving Co. and repairs were to begin
soon. Board Member Clayton Holland
subsequently reported repairs were
delayed due to rain. He said Seal-OMatic might start in mid-to-late August.
Holland said he obtained a bid to
repair crumbling pavement on Anchor
Lane at the entrance to the former pasture
near 1 Anchor. He said he believes the
issues have been created by dump trucks
and equipment brought into the property
in preparation for a proposed housing
development. He said the bid would be
retained for informational purposes.
Road grate repair. Vice President
Smith asked Office Manager Diana
Reyes to provide the bid documents from

Underground Plumbing Pros to see if
uncompleted road drainage grates at 58
Dockside and 68 Beach were included
in the scope of work for grates to be
repaired. Smith said if they were not
included with the quote, they would need
to be scheduled for repair/replacement.
Fourth of July: President Dean asked
for suggestions for publicizing city
fireworks ordinances before next year’s
Fourth of July, including prohibition on
discharging fireworks on the lake, such
as from docks, shoreline or seawalls.
John Braden said the fireworks
display was only 12 minutes long and
not as elaborate as it has been and asked
if there was a malfunction or whether the
board’s $10,000 buys fewer fireworks
See Silt, Page 12.
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Silt pond restoration stalled; GFCI dock letters mailed
Continued from Page 11.
now. President Dean said the budget
didn’t change but the price of fireworks
went up. She said she would contact
contractor Gladiator Pyro about costs and
cleanup. Office Manager Diana Reyes
said she would hold the final check until
they have been contacted.

Treasurer’s report: Board Member
Hap Graff said Board Member Kim
McReynolds told him she’d seen where
a money market account was paying a
higher interest rate than what has been
offered recently for certificates of deposit.
He said money market accounts have
particular requirements such as a certain
number of transactions per month or a
direct deposit into the account. He also
said the rate on a money market account
can fluctuate daily. Treasurer Randy
Thatcher said the board’s Blue Ridge
Bank certificate of deposit is coming due
in the fall. Graff asked board members to
continue to look for better rates.
Delinquent assessments.
Treasurer Randy Thatcher said the
remaining 2021 unpaid assessments
total less than $1,217. He said that
amount does not include five longterm delinquent properties with courtawarded judgments or still in court. He
said the five past due accounts have
custom-tailored collection plans that
are in the process of being executed.
Of the 2021 delinquencies, Office
Manager Diana Reyes noted two of
the last outstanding delinquencies had
been for properties that were up for
sale. She said the title companies had
been made aware of the amounts due
so the debt could be settled at closing.

bills and payments to determine what
work had already been paid for in whole
or in part. Subsequent research in the
office found the remaining amount due to
restore the pond property is $60,008.90.
Smith said the board received a bid
from another contractor to complete the
work but it would not be considered
until the firm provided proof it carries
worker’s compensation insurance.
GFCI testing. Vice President Smith
said letters have gone out to dock owners
who failed dock electrical inspections
giving them 60 days to make repairs. He

Lake Management: Silt pond. Vice
President Smith said he attempted to
contact Hill Brothers Construction
about the contract to restore the silt pond
property only to find the project manager
was no longer with firm. After leaving
numerous messages with the company,
Smith said he was told the contractor lost
71 work days due to rain. He said the
contractor is 45 days behind as a result.
Treasurer Randy Thatcher said he
investigated Hill Brothers Construction
Lake Tapawingo News • August 2021

asked Office Manager Diana Reyes to
let him know the date they were mailed
so he could schedule KC Pros Electric’s
return for re-inspections. Smith said only
those with failing reports received letters.
Smith said one dock owner said
his electricity had been shut off to the
dock for years. Smith said it either needs
to be repaired or pulled completely so
that faulty electric service to the dock is
not mistakenly turned back on. Board
Member Susan Stiles said her dock failed
inspection due to wiring in the water.
See Roofs, Page 13.
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Roofs replaced on Clubhouse, two shelterhouses
Continued from Page 12.
She said the wiring is encased in flexcable, which she said she was told was an
acceptable practice. Smith said there have
been a couple of things he’s found that
need more explanation by the inspector.
Board Member Steve Meek said the
city attorney said the city could impose
a nuisance fine for those who have not
complied with required electrical repairs
within the time allowed. City Attorney
Paul Campo had said nuisance citations
could be issued in instances in which
potential danger to life is involved.
Clubhouse: President Dean said
the roofs of the Clubhouse and both
shelterhouses were to be replaced
the week of July 12. She said Zucca
Roofing offered to paint the chimney
on the Clubhouse while they are up
there, if paint is provided. Dean asked
Board Member Joe Rush to be sure
the paint is ready for them.
Treasurer Randy Thatcher said the
insurance claim funds received for 2020
damage to the roofs of the Clubhouse
and the shelterhouses is about $4,500
less than the bill to replace all three
roofs. He said there are additional funds
expected from the insurance company
for steep roof pitch and ice water shield.
He said a representative of Zucca
Roofing had been in contact with the
insurance adjuster. He said ultimately
the board would have to pay about
$3,000 additionally for all three roofs.
Dean also asked whether the board
is comfortable with the continuance of
COVID-19 cleaning of the Clubhouse
after each use. The board approved,
9-0, a motion by Board Member Kim
McReynolds to continue the disinfecting
service until the end of the year.
Board Member Gary Mallen said
a Clubhouse renovation project would
be presented to the board in August.

By John Braden

SO MANY WEEDS -- and so little time. Jane Quinn, 19 Anchor, and Julie
Geraghty, 33 Dockside, attacked their first berm July 22 in a new campaign
to trim up, weed up and clean up the flower beds at Liberty Gardens. Jane
volunteered to lead a gardening effort in cooperation with the Lake Board’s
Parks and Beautification Subcommittee. The crew grew July 26, with Jane
thanking Julie, Kate, Shirley, Betty, Millie, Flora and Archer for “coming to the
rescue” and supporting the effort. The gardeners will work the beds again
from 7:30-9:30 a.m., Tuesday, Aug. 10. Helpers should bring their own gloves
and tools. Contact Jane at 916-3365, jane.hainey.quinn@gmail.com.
70-D. Dean presented an application Colton and Haylee Tadlock to move
from Jake and Morgan Combs to replace a 14-foot-wide, 21-foot-long dock
the dock at 70-D with a dock from 23-C. from 48-D to replace the 96-B dock.
Moran said the space between the two
Morgan Combs said the 10-foot-wide
neighboring docks is 40 feet, 1 inch.
replacement dock would be attached to
Smith said, in order to allow the required
the shore with a 3-foot-long ramp for
15 feet between docks, the total space
total length of 26 feet due to shallow
water. The board passed, 9-0, a motion by must be 30 feet plus the width of the new
Smith for a variance allowing the dock to dock, which would total 54 feet. It was
determined a new location should be
extend 1 foot beyond the 25-foot limit.
found for the proposed 14-foot-wide by
96-B. Board Member Jennifer
See Dock, Page 14.
Moran presented an application from

Docks and Waterfront: 38-E. President
Dean presented an application to
complete an unfinished seawall at 38-E.
The board passed, 9-0, a motion by Vice
President Smith to approve a 12-inchwide by 38-foot-long by 3-foot-high
seawall as proposed.
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Dock, boatlift, seawall improvements advance
Continued from Page 13
21-foot-long dock. The vote was tabled.
75-B. Moran presented an
application from John Peebles to move
a 9-foot-wide boat lift from 56-B and
install it beside the dock at 75-B. She
said the space between the boat lift
edge and the neighboring dock would
be 19 feet, which is more than required.
The board passed, 12-0, Moran’s
motion to approve the request.
103-B. Moran presented an
application from Peggy Sayre to replace
flotation on the 103-B dock with
encapsulated foam. The board passed,
12-0, a motion by Moran to approve the
application. John Braden asked whether
the dock size conformed to Lake
rules in case installation of new foam
might constitute more than 50 percent
of the dock, which would require a
grandfathered non-conforming dock to
comply with current restrictions. Smith
indicated it was unlikely the foam would
exceed 50 percent of the dock but asked
that the dock be measured.
36-E. Moran presented an
application from Robert Sloan to move
a boat lift from 45-E and install it at
36-E on the 37-E side of the dock. She
said the spacing to neighboring docks
would fall within the guidelines and
moved to approve the application. The
board approved, 12-0.
26-B. Board Member Susan Stiles
presented her own permit application to

install a path on Country Club property
at 26-B utilizing stepping stones. She
provided photos of the path within her
26-B property line and said she wanted
to match the materials and continue the
pathway to the lake. The board passed,
11-0 with 1 abstention, a motion by
Board Member Hap Graff to approve
the stone path flush with the ground.
51-A. Charles Cruit, who was
permitted to replace a 71-foot-long
seawall at 51-A, renewed a request to
fill an indentation in the existing seawall
that surrounds a shallow gap that he said
was about 8 by 8 feet and only inches
deep. He said the area is a trip hazard
blocked by moored boats, collects silt
and debris and is useless for swimming,
wading, fishing or other purposes.
Cruit requested a variance from the
Lake rule that prevents extending land
into the lake more than 12 inches. He
said the fill would not extend beyond the
adjoining seawall. He said if the variance
is granted, he would continue with the
approved seawall straight across the
shoreline and fill in the gap with dirt and
plant grass creating Country Club green
space. The board passed, 10-2, a motion
by Board Member Gary Mallen to
approve the variance with requirements
to comply with the quarantine.
23-C. Smith said there was no silt
fence for excavation at the shoreline of
23-C. Board Member Wes Knox said he
would speak with the property owners.

133-D. Charlie Plank, 38 Dockside,
asked why a derelict dock at 133-D is still
in the lake. President Dean said a resident
was interested in taking over the dock
and renovating it but the current owner
would not concede to giving up the dock.
Smith said it cannot be removed because
it is mounted on steel posts set in the
lakebed. Dean said the matter would be
readdressed with the owner of the dock.
Canopies. Board Member Wes
Knox asked if a canopy without a
boatlift could be installed in the water
next to a dock to cover a boat, even
though a boatlift might be on the other
side of the dock. He wanted to know if
that would require a permit. The board
discussed the topic and found no rule
against it. Smith said Knox should
draw up a request and present it to the
board if he wanted a decision.
Rules and Regulations: President
Dean said she has had a number of
inquiries about mooring rights in regard
to parking on a particular side of a dock.
She said there are no mooring rights.
Dean said the board has specific
processes for issuance of penalty
citations and appeals. She said residents
with concerns should be referred to the
citation timeline in the Lake Rule Book.
Dean said an additional dock tied
to the shoreline of a B Block resident
had been removed.
See Railway, Page 15.

Are you turning 65 this year or do you know someone who is?
Are you over 65 and curious about the recent Medicare changes
and how they apply to you?
Former Lake Tapawingo resident Paul Kueffer, a licensed Missouri agent for more
than 30 years (also licensed in Arizona, Kansas, Florida and Texas), specializes in
all areas of Medicare, Social Security and Senior Benefits. Let Paul simplify and
streamline your research, answer all your questions, and point you in the right
direction. Paul is an independent broker licensed and certified with all the major
providers. He will save you time and money, not to mention clarity and peace of mind.
Paul’s only mission is educating and helping you make an informed choice. There
is never a charge for his services. Paul is happy to schedule an initial telemeeting
and provide you information and next steps guidance for all your Medicare and Social
Security questions.

Paul Kueffer, 816-520-2162, pckueffer@gmail.com, www.SeniorBenefits101.com
(Not affiliated with any government agency.)
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Railway agrees to reimburse for fallen trees, fence repairs
Continued from Page 14.
Maintenance: Railroad trees. President
Dean said she spoke with a claims agent
of Kansas City Southern Railway about
trees that have fallen on Lake fencing
along the railroad tracks. The agent
said the East-West line from Odessa to
Independence is utilizing all resources
for tree removal and addressing washout
areas. She said the agent provided a
claim form and said photos and estimates
of tree removal and fence repairs can be
submitted for reimbursement.
Vice President Smith said estimates
for tree removal and fence repair along
the railroad were being collected. He said
the work would be performed and paid
for and a reimbursement request would
be submitted to Kansas City Southern.
38-E. Smith said he spoke with
Monster Tree Service regarding the
crane they would be using to remove
a large lakefront tree at 38-E near the
boat ramp. He said they confirmed the
quote of $5,900 is not affected and they
agreed they would be responsible for
any ground disruption the crane might
cause. Office Manager Diana Reyes said
Randy Gregory, 38 Emerald Shore, asked
if he may remove the tree stump. Smith
said he could do so but he must fill in the
stump area so there is no trip hazard.
26-B, 5-B, railroad fence. Monster
Tree Service also has bid $2,200 to
remove a lakefront tree at 26-B. Smith
said two other bids were received from
Rick LaCombe’s Tree Service. He said
one bid for $1,600 was to remove a
dead elm in the second-tier pathway
near the rock wall across the road from
26 Beach and to remove a dead cedar
tree on the lakefront at 5-B. He said
the other bid is $1,400 for removal of
a dead tree along the railroad fence
near the Clubhouse. The board passed,
12-0, a motion by Board Member Kim
McReynolds to approve both bids.
55-D, 23-B, 11-A, 112-B. Smith and
Board Member Joe Rush added other
tree work needed: 55-D (dead trees near
pathway), 23-B (pruning), 11-A (dead
tree) and 112-B (diseased tree pruning).
Smith said he would have Maintenance
Coordinator Matthew Kempf investigate
and obtain quotes.

Liberty Gardens. President Dean
asked Board Member Joe Rush to
contact Ram Pressure Washing to clean
up Liberty Gardens and Liberty Landing
now that the geese are gone. Rush later
reported the work was completed.
Liberty Landing. Reyes said deck
boards on the Liberty Landing dock
are rotting and spongy. Rush noted the
Sportsmen’s Club built the dock and
donated it to the Country Club. Smith
said he would inform Kempf that
repairs are needed. He said if extensive
repairs are needed Williams Lakefront
Construction should be consulted.
Woods Chapel Road. Charlie Plank
asked if there were plans to trim trees and
remove a dead tree that had been planted
on Woods Chapel Road as part of Blue
Springs’ road project. He said there is a
lot of new growth at the base of the trees
that hinders healthy growth. Smith said
he would inform Kempf.

Parks and Beautification: Vice
President Smith said a former resident
cut a Lake tree without permission
and paid the Country Club $300 for
a replacement. He suggested the
replacement tree be planted at Liberty
Gardens and asked for the list of
approved trees.
Recommended species in the tree
program were listed: Gum (Black/Sour,
Sweet - fruitless), Locust (Shademaster,
Skyline, Sunburst), Maple (Crimson
King, Red Sunset, Sugar), Oak (Burr,
Pin, Northern Red, White), Sycamore.

Tennis/pickleball courts. Board
Member Hap Graff said a growing
pickleball group discussed a fundraiser
for the courts. He said money could be
turned over to the Country Club and
held as a designated fund for purchase
of lighting or benches.
Board Member Kim McReynolds
questioned holding a proposed
tournament fundraiser that would involve
inviting non-Lake residents to use the
courts and the Country Club’s possible
liability. Board Member Steve Meek
suggested rather than giving the money
to the Country Club, the pickleball group
could buy the lights, with Country Club
approval. Vice President Smith suggested
the group submit a proposal.
Liberty Gardens volunteers. John
Braden said there was discussion on the
Residents of Lake Tapawingo Facebook
page about volunteering for clean up at
Liberty Gardens. Jane Quinn offered to
help coordinate and work where needed
on berms and flower beds. The board
thanked her for volunteering.
Executive session: The board
adjourned July 6 and reconvened in
closed executive session to discuss
assessment collection options for
five long-term delinquent properties
and to discuss attorney-client matters
involving the proposed housing
development next to 1 Anchor.
Official Country Club minutes may be
read at the Lake Office.

Lake Tapawingo News • August 2021

Page 16

Lake Tapawingo News • August 2021

Page 17

BUDDY BASS TOURNAMENT -- Eighteen
anglers in nine boats competed July 24 in
“the first buddy bass tournament in years,”
according to organizer Wes Knox, 13
Anchor. Evan Bateman, 116 Anchor, and
Dan Suderman, 53 Anchor, left, took first
place prize money with 14 pounds and a
big bass of 6 pounds. Jared Barge, 128
Dockside, and Dustin Allen, 70 Beach, took
second with 9.7 pounds. Wes said another
tourney is planned for August with date to
be announced.

Hazardous waste drop-off set Aug. 28 in Blue Springs
The Regional Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Program sponsored by
the Mid-America Regional Council has
scheduled a hazardous waste drop-off
event Aug. 28 in Blue Springs.
The drop-off is
scheduled from 8 a.m.noon Aug. 28 at Pink Hill
Park, 2715 N.W. Park
Drive, Blue Springs.
Because Lake
Tapawingo participates
in the program, residents
may drop off their
hazardous waste products free of
charge. Proof of residency is required.
Drop-offs are scheduled from 8 a.m.noon, or until trucks are full, about the
first 300 vehicles.
Later mobile events are Sept. 11,
Smithville; Sept. 25, Richmond; Oct.
2, Jackson County (34900 E. Old U.S.
40, Grain Valley); Oct. 30 Raymore;
Nov. 13, Kearney.

Residents can attend any such
mobile events in the area and can
take waste to permanent facilities in
Kansas City or Lee’s Summit. For
information, call the MARC Solid
Waste Management District, 474-4240,
or see www.recyclespot.org on the
Internet and click on Hazardous Waste.

Materials accepted include
paint, automotive fluids, lawn
and garden chemicals, batteries,
fluorescent bulbs and household
cleaners. Safe disposal of such
wastes protects water quality, trash
haulers, children and pets, and
reduces fire and health risks.

Men! Wanna sing?

We’ve extended another month! Every Tuesday, through the end of
August, we are meeting at 7 p.m., just around the corner at First United
Methodist Church of Blue Springs, 301 S.W. Woods Chapel Rd. Come
visit while we’re nearby for the summer.

For more information, contact Don Fuson at donfuson@hoachorus.com
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First place: Cliff, Angela Town, 46 Emerald Shore

Second place: Brian Smith, Pam Hoffman, 81 Beach

SPORTSMEN’S CLUB NEWS

‘July the Fourth Be with You’ at Boat Parade
By John Nicol
Cliff and Angela Town, 46 Emerald Shore, took first
place at the Fourth of July Boat Parade with a theme of “May
the Force Be with You,” displaying the large image of an AllTerrain Armored Transport (AT-AT) Galactic Empire Imperial
Walker. This was complemented by a high-floating Death
Star, neither of which seemed to concern the passengers.
Also linking Star Wars with the
parade’s Mission to Mars theme was
the second-place “Tiki Bar on Mars.”
Brian Smith and Pam Hoffman,
81 Beach, recreated the Star Wars
Cantina Bar scene with multiple
unworldly characters, including
some large grasping and translucent green native Martians?
At third place, “The Zuspan Mission to Mars” by
Philip Zuspan and Sheryl Young, 53 Dockside, featured a
high up gleaming silver rocket for launch. Completing the
entries, Gary and Cindy Mullins, 110 Dockside, were in
“Blast Off” mode with silver sides, colorful representative
tail thrust and waving of their earthly goodbyes.
Thanks to the participants for their fine efforts. Joe
Rush hosted the judges and we appreciate their assistance:
Chief Tammy Taylor; Diana Reyes and Tyler Sandmark.
Ready for some Low Country Shrimp Boil?
A new addition to the Sportsmen’s Club activities,
a “Low Country Shrimp Boil” is scheduled Aug. 14 at
the Shelterhouse. It begins with a social hour at 5 p.m.,
followed by serving at 6 p.m.
Tantalizing the taste buds, enjoy the flavors of shrimp,
andouille smoked sausage, corn, potatoes and spices. Beer,
soda, water and Margaritas will be provided to quench thirst.
The Women’s Club will provide desserts and will have Lake
Tapawingo gear to sell. It will be $15 for adults and $5 for
children. Credit cards are welcome. Plan to come and enjoy this
special fun evening after the Women’s Club’s “Block Wars.”

Thanks to Fireworks volunteers
We gratefully thank the Lake volunteers who fulfilled
the need to cover fireworks sales from June 28-July 4. As
usual, it becomes profitable on July 3 or 4 with 80 percent
being credit card sales.
Only 4 percent was sold the first two days, 5 percent
on June 30, 9 percent on July 1, 13 percent on July 2, 23
percent July 3 and 42 percent on the Fourth, according
to the breakdown Chuck Welch created. The bar code
scanning had some glitches for the computer-challenged,
but overall is a swifter way to provide accuracy and
detailed product sales results.
July meeting sets Shrimp Boil plans
President Jim Clarke convened the July 15 regular
meeting at which Treasurer Chuck Welch made a fireworks
sales spreadsheet to compare with previous years. A rework
of the new computer to better capture WiFi was made into a
motion by First Vice President John Harrison and passed.
John said membership had increased to 185. Second Vice
President Joe Rush provided the list of Boat Parade winners.
Plans for the Low Country Shrimp Boil we discussed
including amounts and costs of the shrimp and how
it would affect the price of serving the meal. It was
concluded to charge $15 for adults and $5 for children.
Jeremy Cumberford was placed in charge of gathering
supplies and bringing it together.
Moving to fishing news, Jeremy, as third vice
president, reported having caught bass.
Under new business, Chuck Welch said three new flags
are needed to replace ones on the flagpoles at the dam for
the American, Missouri and Lake flags. Tyler Follis made
a motion, Barnard Wilson seconded, and the motion to buy
the flags was passed.
A scholarship thank you note was received from
Joseph Herman and read to thank the club.
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Monster Tree Service took root in 2008 with a single location and has since grown
exponentially, establishing over 70 locations nationwide. Our founder was committed to
promoting healthy tree growth and giving homeowners unparalleled service while caring for their
yards and homes. These two core focuses have allowed our company to grow and expand like the
trees we nurture.
At Monster Tree Service of Lee’s Summit, we proudly provide tree care services to our community.
Our team is comprised of local, professional arborists who know the climate, know the plants
native to our area, and know how to care for them. Our team is trained to spot issues long before
they become major problems, saving you time and money. Monster Tree Service proudly offers
free on-site estimates using state-of-the-art tree care equipment, including cranes and a flexible
scheduling system to ensure an accurate assessment of your needs and that each project is
executed as efficiently as possible.

Monster Does it All:

• 24 Hour Emergency Service
• Complete Tree Removal
• Tree & Shrub Pruning
• Hazardous Tree Assessment
• Stump Grinding
• Lot & Land Clearing
•

Call now for your
FREE Estimate!

816-766-1007
MonsterTreeService.com/SouthKC
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
FULLY INSURED | CSID 300145

100 OFF 50 OFF

$

SERVICES OF $1000 OR MORE

$

SERVICES OF $350 OR MORE

Coupon valid at time of estimate. Not valid on
Coupon valid at time of estimate. Not valid on
prior written estimates, invoices or PHC Services. prior written estimates, invoices or PHC Services.
May not be combined with any other offer.
May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 5/31
Expires 5/31
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100

$

SIGN ON
BONUS

When work is booked at time of estimate on
jobs $1000 or more. Coupon valid at time of
estimate. Not valid on prior written estimates,
invoices or PHC Services.
Expires 5/31
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Photos by Elizabeth Braden

Third place: Philip Zuspan, Sheryl Young, 53 Dockside Honorable mention: Gary, Cindy Mullins, 110 Dockside

WOMEN’S CLUB NEWS

Block Wars is Coming; rally to your colors Aug. 14
By Shannon Follis
To paraphrase Sophia from
“Golden Girls”: “Picture it, Lake
Tapawingo, summer 2021. In the
second annual Block Wars, block
versus block, neighbors teamed up
to defeat other neighbors. There
were kayaks, competitions, laughter,
cheering, friendship, and joy. The
winning teams won the glory of the
Golden Paddle. The other teams
waited and plotted their comeback for
the next year.”
Come join Block Wars on Aug.
14. Whether you want to compete with
or cheer on your team, come join in.
It will be a fun-filled day of friendly
competition followed by the Sportsmen’s
Club Low Country Shrimp Boil.
-- Registration at 11 a.m.
-- Competition starting at 12 noon
-- Pending confirmation from the
vendor, Kona Ice will be present.
-- Events in order
n Trivia: 3 rounds with 5
questions each
n Kayak relay
n Obstacle course, camp style
n Paddle Board Simons Says
n Tug of War
-- Team colors for Block Wars
A Block: Red
B Block: Orange
D Block: Green
C and E Blocks: Blue
There are still team shirts
available, contact Lisa Hodges, 7283230, if you›d like one

By John Nicol

D BLOCK PREPARES FOR WAR! -- or maybe it’s just a party. T.J. and
Kendra McGinnis, 102 Dockside, sponsored the D Block Party on the
lakefront of Patrick and Jill Davis, 19 Dockside.
Upcoming events
A ginormous thank you to the
n Movie night in September date
hosts of our block parties and all the
TBD
attendees. Hopefully everyone had a
n Barn dance in October date TBD
wonderful time.

Hello, Lake Tapawingo Neighbor!
Let me know how I can serve you!

LaCombe
Hello, Lake TapawingoLisa
Neighbor!

REMAX
Heritage Realtor
Let me know how I can serve
you!

Lisa LaCombe

REMAX Heritage RealtorCell: 816.392.0595
Office: 816.228.848
email: midwestdreamhomes@gmail.com
Cell: 816.392.0595
Website: www.midwestdreamhomes.com
Office: 816.228.848
email: midwestdreamhomes@gmail.com
Website: www.midwestdreamhomes.com
Lake Tapawingo News • August 2021

Page 22

Lake Resident

WWW.GREGSTIRE.COM
Lake Tapawingo News • August 2021

Page 23
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Help keep each other safe with Neighborhood Watch
By Brad Barlow

Neighborhood Watch Coordinator

Hello, residents of Lake
Tapawingo. Hopefully by now you all
have received a letter from the Lake
Tapawingo Police Department about
the launching of our Neighborhood
Watch program here at the Lake. The
purpose of this program is to continue
to preserve the peace and tranquility
of our Lake community.
You may have noticed the new
signage up around the Lake. Its goal
hopefully is to be a visual deterrent
to those entering our community
potentially to commit crimes that
affect all of us and that none of us
want in our beloved city.
Our Police Department does
a fantastic job of keeping us safe

and keeping crimes that have been
committed out of the public eye.
Unfortunately, they can only do so
much. It is up to us, as a community
to fill in those gaps by being aware,
reporting suspicious or criminal
activity and just looking out for each
other.

In closing, we currently have
the Neighborhood Watch signage,
the Video Assistance Program,
and hopefully the watchful eyes of
the community. Other tools of the
Neighborhood Watch Program will
be presented to the community in the
coming weeks. We also look forward
next year to the return of the Lake
Tapawingo Safety Day hosted by our
great Police Department.
In the meantime:
-- Help keep each other safe.
-- If you see something, say
something.
-- Please use 911 in an emergency
situation.
Those who have been involved
in previous community policing
programs at Lake Tapawingo or
elsewhere and want to be involved in
a greater capacity, or anyone who has
any questions, please e-mail me at
BradBarlow8@hotmail.com.

NEW SIGN -- One of the first new
Neighborhood Watch signs is at
Tapawingo Lane and Anchor Lane
near the Lake Office.
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Premier Network
Kevin Hornick Agency

SAVE MONEY
Personal Insurance Coach

No one likes to pay insurance premiums. So why pay so
much for something you may not want or need?
Broker we provide options for you
As an Independent Brooker
which result in savings without giving up coverage.

Most agents have one policy, we have a portfolio of
companies (20plus) who want to bid for your business!

Right Coverage and Right Price
Tips for Saving Money—Insurance

Review every renewal received and shop for the best deal.
Q: But I don’t have time to shop my insurance.
A: Let us shop for you. We have access to many different companies, not just one.
Q: Insurance is confusing. A real hassle.
A: With 36 years experience we can help coach you, making it understandable and easy.
Q: I hate calling “an 800” number or talking with someone different every time.
A: Not with us! Local, available and committed to you and the Lake community.

Lake Resident
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Tapawingo Police Gazette
PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY

Thanks for keeping the Fourth safe

We are a two-car household, and both have First Aid
Kits we’ve packed ourselves, as well as kits in the home.
Listed below are the basics for a First Aid Kit. Put
yours together today!

By Chief Tammy Taylor
What a great Fourth of July!
Thank you to our volunteers
Harvey Moats and Angela
Binney for helping us out in the
heat. Our department greatly
appreciates you!
It was a great day. Everyone
had a good time and the
fireworks were amazing. Thanks,
Tapawingo for keeping it safe!
Our office is receiving
complaints regarding residents
allowing their dogs to “do their business” in other people’s
yards. I believe I recently mentioned this in a previous
entry. When walking your dogs, please carry bags to pick
up after your dogs and do not let them go on other persons’
properties.
Please welcome Officer Arwick to our monthly
newsletter. Mr. Arwick will be contributing great
information, helpful tips and ideas.

Are you prepared?

Bandages/Band Aids
Dressings/Pads
Trauma shears
First Aid Tape
Gloves
Rolled Gauze (several rolls)
Tourniquet(s) (we have 2 in each kit.)
Paint stir sticks (wooden, large and small) to be used
for splints
Alcohol/Antibacterial wipes
Ace Bandages
Next: Get some First Aid and CPR training.

By Officer Jamie Arwick
The adage goes like this: “Better to have it and not
need it, than to need it and not have it.”
Chances are you’ve heard this before and if not, it’s
good to remember -- which brings me to something I’d like
to share. Have you ever needed a First Aid Kit however,
you didn’t have one?

Police Reports
Traffic
- Anchor
offenses - Beach
- Clipper
- Dockside
- Emerald Shore
- Tapawingo Lane
- Woods Chapel
- U.S. 40
- Total
Warrant arrests
Arrests
Felony arrests
Codes complaints
Calls for service
Warnings
Total

June 1-30

5
1
2
0
0
0
9
32
49
0
0
0
0
26
30
105

With summer here and people on the move, it just
might be you that’s prepared, wherever and whenever it’s
needed.
Most importantly, if you ever experience a medical
emergency, DIAL 911
Wishing you and yours a happy and safe summer.

May 1-31

2
5
5
1
1
0
5
33
52
1
1
0
1
22
25
102

April 1-30

9
1
0
2
0
0
8
39
59
3
3
0
2
26
31
124

March 1-31

4
4
2
1
0
0
2
45
58
0
1
0
0
19
38
116

Feb. 1-Feb. 28

4
0
0
0
0
0
6
22
32
1
3
0
0
9
30
75
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Yo u r H e a t i n g & C o o l i n g S p e c i a l i s t — P e n n Te c h ( 8 1 6 ) 5 9 1 - 8 3 8 3

LOWER utility bills & INCREASE comfort
•

•

FREE QUOTE! Get energy-efficient options to upgrade
your residential HVAC system.
REBATE$ Receive a check from KCP&L and Spire Energy
for qualified equipment.

(816) 591-8383
Call PennTech Today!
Your Blue Springs Heating & Cooling Specialist
celebrating 10 years of business!

For a limited time, complete residential system installs include

10-Year LABOR Warranty

Customer is responsible for PennTech’s preventive maintenance twice/year.

Mechani cal and Electri cal Contractor
w w w. P e n n Te c h i n c . c o m
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SUN
1

MON
2

TUE
3

WED
4

THU
5

FRI
6

SAT
7

School District
Election

6 a.m.-7 p.m.
Country Club
Board, 7 p.m., via Chapel Hill
video conference Presbyterian Church

City Council
6 p.m., City Hall

Blue Springs

8

9

10

11

Liberty Gardens
cleanup, 7:30 a.m.

16

17

13

18

19

20

23

24

25

26

27

30

28
Hazwaste drop-off
8 a.m.-noon
Pink Hill Park,
Blue Springs

Municipal court cases
1:30 p.m., Circuit
Court, Independence

29

21
Invasive Species
Training, 9 a.m.
Clubhouse
(preregister)

Country Club
Board, 7 p.m., via
video conference

22

14

Block Wars! 11 a.m.
Shelterhouse
Sportsmen’s Club
Low Country
Shrimp Boil, 5 p.m.
Shelterhouse

Women’s Club
Board, 7 p.m.
Clubhouse

Sportsmen’s Club
7 p.m., Clubhouse

15

12

31

Invasive species training for new residents offered at Clubhouse
The Lake Board offers in-person
invasive species training at 9 a.m. at
the Clubhouse on the third Saturday
of every month.
Training is required before property
owners or renters may obtain boat
registration stickers or dock permits, or
use the lake “for any activity.”
Those seeking training should
contact the Lake Office at office@
laketapawingomo.com or 228-3721
to make arrangements.

Upcoming sessions include:
-- Aug. 21
-- Sept. 18

New training only
pertains to residents who
have not been trained
before. Residents who underwent
training in 2018, 2019 and 2020 are
required only to sign certificates in
2021. Copies are available from the
Lake Office.

Lake Rules prohibit the transfer
of boats and gear between Lake
Tapawingo and other water bodies
unless quarantined before they return
to Lake Tapawingo. Violation of invasive
species rules -- including using the lake
without invasive species training -- can
result in revocation of Lake privileges
for up to a year, fines by the Missouri
Department of Conservation or other
agencies, or civil damages awarded to
the Lake Tapawingo Country Club.
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Lake Tapawingo News
144 Anchor Drive
Lake Tapawingo, Mo. 64015

Seawall construction
Eickleberry Concrete
and Decks

Call us for Custom:

-- Concrete work
-- Flat work
-- Seawalls		-- Block seawalls
-- Wood, composite decks -- Outbuildings
-- Landscape
-- Fire pits

Contact Chad Eickleberry
(660) 238-5303 or (660) 747-0795
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